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Atari News 



...and COMMENT by John Nagy 

ATARI STOCKWATCH: Surviving BLOODY MONDAY and 
the aftershock, ATARI stock is at this writing 
at S6.50, down by more than half of only a 
month back. Still, it nets out to over 10% 
growth in the year since ATARI went public, and 
we all expect at least SOME recovery of the 
market. However, ATARI'S purchase last month 
of FEDERATED electronics stores with excess 
onhand capital may prove to have been 
ill-timed, as massive stock market downturns 
generally result in reduced consumer 
spending... and had ATARI waited, FEDERATED 
might have been a real STEAL about now. 

PRODUCTS: Actually shipping. A MAM subscriber 
obtained an SX-212 modem from COMPUT ABILITY a 
few weeks ago... but still no 8-bit software. 
MEGAs are showing up, but still mostly 
leaked-out DEVELOPERS models. The MEGA may be 
the best sales tool ever for the 1040ST... with 
the 16/C program failure rate due to new ROMS 
and the MEGA price (*2,000), the 1040ST is 
getting a surge of popularity making it VERY 
hard to find now. NOT shipping yet: the ATARI 
PC, the LASER PRINTER, the 8-bit disk drive. 

NEW PRODUCTS ANNOUNCED, take 8,976... We 
mentioned the Compact Digital Disk ROM device 
ATARI plans to have out "soon" (*650!), now 
heres two mores 

» A 10-MIP (million instruction per second) 
UNIX-like graphics workstation for under 
♦5,000. It should be shown at the winter 
COMDEX show, and is hoped for production in mid 
'88 for marketing initially in the 



ATARI-f avorable atmosphere overseas. The price 
IS high to us home-types, but DRAMATICALLY 
below anything similar available today. 

» The IBM HARDWARE EMULATOR BOX for the ST is 
on the front burner again at ATARI. If 
released, it will likely be FASTER than a 
normal CLONE and perhaps more versitile than 
the PC:DITTO package. Still, PC:DITTO is hard 
to beat at the price. 

Minor bugs are getting full and fast attention 
from PC:DITTO folks at AVANT-GARDE. The 
incredable ♦89 IBM emulation software for the 
ST is known to run EVERYTHING any CLONE can, 
but doesn't like some CLONE DOS's (ZENITH, PC's 
LIMITED, BLUE CHIP, HITACHI). Formatting a 
virgin disk in IBM form also generates an 
error. And, the current version only supports 
COLOR MONITORS. Patches and fixes are being 
distributed, with an UPDATE scheduled for late 
this year that should also give MONOCHROME 
support. AVANT-GARDE, 381 Pablo Point Drive, 
Jacksonville, FL 32225. (904) 221-2904. 

DATA PACIFIC, makers of the MACINTOSH EMULATOR 
(MAGIC SAC), has had problems with BAD CHIPS, 
stalling the expected October release of the 
TRANSLATOR ONE, a device to allow normal ST 
disk drives to read MACINTOSH disks. DATA'S 
DAVID SMALL is smoking (as are the ruined 
circuit boards) but hopeful that not much more 
time will be lost. 

Speaking of EMULATORS, DAREK MIHOCKA's 
ST-TRANSFORMER (8-bit ATARI emulator for the 
ST) is now being circulated m the public 
domain, and getting much better reviews now 
that the MORE COMPLETE version is being seen 
and tested. Expect more development, as 
interest is just as high as we expected. 



McOMMUNICATION(S 

1716 E. Michigan Jmi. 

Lmmming MI 48912 Sat. ICHt 

ph. 917*t71*«4tai 

YES, THBRS IS A PLACE THAT SELLS AND SUPPORTS ATARI COMPUTERS IN LANSING 

Selling and supporting Atari lines for over four years. Carrying a complete 
line of software at reasonable prices. We are your Atari Headquarters — give 
us a call and check our prices and knowledge. 



Software prices at least 10% off list, plus the Castle Oisoount. 



Thm letMt in 8-blt and ST software. 



Hardware prices at least 10% off list. 



Ijiowiedgable emles #t4^t^^i^ to saewec any of your con^uter queet ions. 
After aerket upgrades at very r#jMonable ratee. 



The best repair prices in town. 



Come on down and visit us# if we don' t have it we'll get it ASAP. 

If you purchase over 8100.00 worth of items 8t an^ one time with us you are 
fwlified for the CA8TLB OISCOONT. Tte C^gtle DIseoynt giiPM you 10% off of 
our prioii on anything in the store #XMpt i hardware. 

M COMMUNICATIONS 
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MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE is an independent 
newsletter published by the Capitol Hill Atari 
Owner's Society and is not affiliated in any 
way with Atari Corporation. Atari, th» Fuji 
symbol and thm naiMis of various Atari computwr 

cs o4 Atari Corporatia%r3|^ 



This publication is the official newsletter of 
several independent groups of Atari 8— bit and 
16-bit computer users. It is intended for the 
information and education of their members as 
lU as th« diss««ination of Atari rslatsd 

the respective author 
mmk-4mit\not in any way official pfiMS^^ Of the 
associated user groups. 

Other non-commercial USER GROUPS are granted 
permission to reprint articles from this 
maqayi n>*|Wffif*HHiif#-'**^f''^*#-^**'"^ ^niiiiim .-- . ,,ir>^??? 

respmctivm author as well as to thm 
Mid-Michigan Atari Magazine. Most original 
files are availabt^fit from the C.H^.O.S, BBS 
upon request* 
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by JOHN NAGY 
(517) 487-5646 

Breaking iS^''%t^m^'^ do^ 




HA! But really, it is- This is the last issue 
of MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE that will be "^'^^ 
published by the original Lansing crew. I was 
one of the few C-H-A-O-S. club " 
the ball rolling that tiltimmtmly 
you have in your hands now... And it's NOT 
easy to Imt gOb 

But the time has come. Burnout is more than 
future threat- it is here. Better to turn 
things over to an enthusiastic new group 
the project advancms past thm "burdmn* stagm ^ 
and on into the -pain" stage. Especially since 
such an entusiastic group is NOW presenting 
itself; this opportunity might not comm again 
soon! 

Beginning with the DECEMBER 1987 issue, MAM 
will be the adopted child of BILL and PATTY 
RAVL, membmrs of both MAUG (Ann Arbor) and MACE 
(Detroit). C3n their adgenda is a proposed 
merger with the MACE JOURNAL and possible 
incorporation of GLASS (Detroit's ST club) and, 
with any luck, CACE (JacksonXagain). A 
circulation of over 1,500 is possible. 

So, expect CHANGES. What you have seen so far 
has been largely MY vision of what MAM should 
be... with new management comes a new vision. 
I hope that all member clubs will be as 
supportive and as outspoken about the magazine 
with Patty and Bill as they have been with me. • 
(YIKESI How's that for a mixed message?!) 

As for me, I will now actually have time to 
WRITE more than a few linms and compilations 
for the magazine, as I have a stack of 
clippings and notes for MANY articles that have 
been patiently awaiting their turn... so you 
haven't seen the last of me. 

This MAM project has been one of the most 
satisfying (and time consuming), educational 
frustrating), and creative Jobs I have 
mvmr had. I am happy to have have done it; I 
am at once happy and sad to pass it to another. 



Long may it grow and prosper. 



Whilm pondering my own history in CHAOS and 
MAM, I also recollect the final moments of 
other ATARI (and other) CLUB officers I have 
known. The symptoms of BURNOUT form a 
relatively standard set of evmnts and attitudes 
that merit comment. Here's a typical and 
non-comprehensive reviews 
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1. Only people who BURN can BURN OUT. The 
occasional volunteer (OH TO BE ABLE TO KEEP MY 
HANDS IN MY POCKETS AND MY WORDS IN MY flIND?) 
somehow knows hi« <h«r) Ximits and can say NO 
when it is appropriate. Others are habitual ^ 
DOERS that cm/n't let things slide. * - 

2. Real DOERS can't just do ONE THING -for a 
club. The Librarian becomes the > ^.^ 
SYSOP/Librarian, then the 

President/SYSOP/Librarian. The Treasurer adds 
the publications co-ordinator duties. The 
•ditor tiecones the Vice President- More and 
more, fewer and f e i <e r people do eore 

Jobs- - rfii- > ?3mffiaS s-i^ 

Condition 2 above has several results: 

3. Things GET DONE. Prosperity and MOVEMENT 
mark the early stages o-f the consolidation o-f 
Jobs in the small, active, resposible, ^ : , ^ 
enthusiastic group. 

4. "Regular" members get used to watching the 
progress, usually quite pleased at the results. 

They volunteer less since, aftaff" all, the 
DOERS Mam ^0mt n e etft to be done, and are doing 



5. The DOERS get used to making decisions for 
the group. It is only natural that the ones 
doing the bulk of the work should determine not 
only HOW to do it, but WHAT to do next. In 
fact, the "regulars" will encourage the DOERS 

to use their own Judgement, and not bother them 
ftttti trivial >^otes, itc* " 

6. More praise and recognition is given to the 
DOERS for remarkable accomplishments. The 
DOERS realize that they individually are making 
the club A success. At about this point, 
practices within each division of activity are 
becoming familiar enough to become ^-y, 
ritualistic 

7. What were once exciting challenges becomft 
everyday duties for the DOERS. The thrill may 
be gone, but it is replaced with pride and 
confidence- 

8. Eventually the constant run of duties 
becomes a perceptable drain- Tasks that once 
kept the DOER up all night in creative frenzy 
now wait for a night with nothing really good 
on TV. After all, this is a volunteer Job, 
right? 

9. things slow down for the club. Some things 
go out late. Some never happen at all. The 
DOERS get mad because nobody seems to want to 
help. The membership isn't used to having to 
help. The membership isn't pleased to be 
bawled out for being "regular" members. 

10. Stirred by the bawlings and seeing an 
opening, some new people come into the ranks of 
the DOERS, eager and inexperienced. The DOERS 
have little patience with this, and even less 
interest in changing anything frcne tlie mm^ ^ley 
have developed so succesfully. 



11. Resentment become s the ^^ w ^V^^Jj^ J-*^^ 
organizatioiC^WBWrWliif' arB ^W^S^ 
pushed or rm^MsamA incompetent newcomers, 

or else tfiey ^Unk that nobody cares about what 
tiiey are doing enough to become involved. The 
new DOERS get disillusioned by the resistance 
from the old DOERS and either revolt or 
retreat. The "regulars" begin to drop Ol^, 
because they see no iHi^eiient, because they 
dislike the «^i^iteirr* attitude of the officers, 
o^^ifi qMmt to j^tfoid being assailed by the 



Finally, 

12(a)- The original DOERS resign, disappointed 
to see that support Just r»«en't >tllie^ afii«ore" 
for what was once, after all, a GREAT club... 
(or) 

12(b). The Club folds up. 



Now this scenario IcNinds pretty grim, but it is 
alld has be«ft tiio #eto of a number of our si»^ 
clubs and organizatioim.^ It isn't always this 
way, of course. We have the power to recognize 
ourselves in one of these stages and redirect 
ourselves to a different outcome. 



I think I have sp otted a_sii 
tfuticator of JltONRilfi. JUMCIIT^ 
(or diroctor) sieilHl^iMniTity complains about 
too much to do, but refuses to allow others to 
help in THEIR OWN ways. That's STAGE 9 or even 
10, and the end may be near. 

For myself, I see that I must retreat from a 
DIRECTOR to a INWniC»»ANT while I still can 
enjoy pmrticipmtkdms^^mmjmdbismmfit will^^sng at 
to volunteer both advice and effort on each 
ivery project the club takes on, I will 
have to meter my involvement. Other officers 
will have to arise from the "regulars", and 
they will have to make their own policy iffti 
procedures. I wont^ Wm mmtMm^HMiit not 
everyone liked all of mine, either. 

It is a hard lesson for a DOER, and one that 
goes against reason: Often the only way to 
assure that a Job is done, or even to determine 
if it needs to be done at all, is to NGfl^^^J*^ 
volunteer for it.*^J^- :v.or»t i< 

Not everything NEEDS to be going smoothly in a 
club«» not every project HAS to be a roaring 
success... not EVERY owner needs to be IN the 
club... for the club to be an active, fun, and 
profitable part of every member's li^e. 



None of this sliould be taken as a 
dii^Mnlpement to people who have and will put 
massive efforts into their clubs. Without 
them, the really GREAT things that some o+ our 
ATARI clubs have accomplished would simply 
never have been possible. But beware courting 
BURNOUT. You tnay AfUm itSf^ mm'^i^t 
yourself! 
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CflPITOL HILL 



flTflRI OUUnCRS SOCIETY 



ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS OF 



C.H.A-O.S. IS the CAPITOL HILL ATARI OWNER'S 
SOCIETY, *«rving ttm ATARI community of the 
Lansing, Michigan area. The CAMPUS HILL ATARI 
OWNER'S SOCIETY is the Michigan State University 
chapter o-f CJ4.A.0.S. 

Membership dues are ♦12.00 per year and entitle 
the member to a 1 y«ar subscription to the 
Michigan mmrt-^mmismm * ^ree disk from our 
regular Itorary, access to our other libraries 
and ^aeOi^ies, as well as access to our other 
resources- Dues may be paid at any C.H.A.O.S- 
meeting or by mail. If not using an official 
Membership Application, please include your 
Name, Address, Phone and a list of your 
equipment and interests. < 

Sysop John Nagy and C.H.A.O.S. invite you to 
call one of the country's finest BBS's at 
517-371-1106. 300/1200 baud, 24 hours a day 
(AJ ASCII/ ASCII). ' 

Inquiries regarding CJ-I.A.O.S^ Mil ^d«r«, « 
AMbtniiips «nd irtSi^ JilHiuld be sent tos ^ 

C.H.A.O.S. 

P.O. Box 16132 

Lansing, MI 48901 

General meetings of til* membership take place 
sev«r«l *$tmm^m Ymmt^ - m^it and lA-bit Speci^i^^ 
: interest Group -f PO^tings take place monthly- ^.^r 
SJfJHJ&m fMml* Wterest Group), for Atari ST 
owners, meets on the SECOND Saturday of the 
month. The 8-bit SIG Atari, for 400/800, and 
XL/XE owners, takes place on the THIRD Saturday 
of the month. The MWtings take place at the 
HSU Physics-Aiitniooiiy Biiiiiiifig» Ptiy«ic« Road, 
ROCM Heatings begin at 10:00 am sharp |iflil 

last until UOO pm- Members and guests are 
welcome to any SIG meeting that interests them. 
To get to a meeting, take East Grand River to 
the Collingwood Entrance for MSU- The first 
available left turn is Physic* lld» The 
Physics'-Af tronomy BuilAng i» 4lM»ft. 1 block from 
the com^-, -Of% the .right hand MOftk^^ P|^k m ttm 
gated lot just pa»t the building. ? . 

Illegal copying, or any violation of ci^pyright 
laws, IS not condoned or allowed at Any 
C.H.A.O.S. sponsored function, including the 
club WBS. 




Position 

President 

Vice President 
Sec ' y-Tr easur . 
8-bit Rep 
16-bit Rep 
Membership 
Library Mgr. 
ST Librarian 
XL/XE Librian- 
Publ. Librarn. 
ST Publ. Libr. 
XL/XE SIG Cor. 
ST SIG Coordn. 
BBd Sysop 
BBS Librarian 
Newsltr Editor 
Advertising 



Leo Sell 
John Baker 
Gary Ferris 
Marvin Goldstein 
John Johnson 
Gary Ferris 
John Baker 
Sally Nagy 
Bi 1 1 Johnson 
Richard Evans 
Chet Kapusinski 
Guy Hurt 
Brian Goluska 
John Nagy 
John LeMis 
Rich Barnes 
Jef -f Bone 



jPtion* • 

349-0404 

641-4430 
393-2593 
332-4160 
355-4219 
393-2393 



484- 

675- 
351- 
676- 
484- 
332- 
487- 
339- 
•349- 
321- 




Presidential 
Address 



1976 

7166 
2381 
•4539 
7675 
4415 
-S646 
•1793 
0513 
-5510 



By Leo Sell 



First of all, I believe I have becKi remiss with 
some thank yous*! A^H«dt«-%V3^thanks is due the 
people Mho helped with the Magic show earlier 
this fall. Thanks to everyone who donated the 
use of equipment, time and effort. Thanks also 
for the good work in making up show disks, et 
al. Another special note of thanks to Guy Hurt 
for all of his work again this year in 
assisting with the AuctiolW^'Wid thalilksif'to all- 
of you who bought jWwild. Lots oi hard work, 
"#1111^ was had by all. 



A 
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On the news front, we have a new 8-bit 
Publications Librarian: Innaiah Pothacamury, 
332-0558. Thank you Richard Evans for your 
YEARS of hard work and servie**^^ ^^MlhcT «lmMksr to 
Innaiah for tei^ng fi^af^< - 

The other major news is a slight increase m 
club dues. Dues will be %15.00 per year after 
the January SIG meetings. Renew by January 16, 
1988 and save S3.00. Get your nonmember 
friends to Join too!! tQther changes ar« under 
way and mm mni'^ tm rn d ynu to help us out. This 
is your club..jiuike it work for you.« 




5 No¥ember 



©Meeting 
Minutes 



8 - Bit Minutes 
by Gary Ferris 




Wm it 



October brought the CHAOS annui 
Mas was a Mild one indeed. 

excellent bargains and sellers got part of their 
invesment back on items they no longer needed. 
As usual Malcolm Cleveland was the big buyer 
(tell him it's a bargain and you can sell him 
anything). The club treasury is almost *300 
richer as a result. 

■■^.f-r,.-^ OCTOBER ST-UTTERll^S 



by Brian Boluska 



Even though we are not committed to having a 
monthly ST disk of the month (DOM), Sally Nagy 
put together a whiz o-f a disk for October* For 
general usage, it has ^^ii0im^^mx:mmmam-''^---r^ 
copying or forMt^fig tl^iOtms^mm -^Jhm- d«pl^op 
(h«wiSt.ypu ever run out of space to save a fU« 
on disk, with nothing but unformatted blanks 
around?)- Then a public domain spelling 
checker, not interactive, but a nice stand 
alone program that will spell-check a text fii« 
that was created by other progriH^iB ^- -- ^^i^ *w« 
a financial package Mrit t e wjiHi --^-^^ J$§mim^f^A^ 
providee all the necessary calculations - lom^r. 
Mortization, cost basis, future value of 
investment, etc. This looked like a 
conversion/ duplication of an earlier Atari 
basic financial package. 

Most inpressave on the DOM was a slideshow of 
pictures made with the commercial SPECTRUM 512 
program. These pictures show 512 simultaneous 
colors on the ST monitor. On the lower 
resolution TV screens, these pictures were 
still impressive, (hkate: Published ads for 
SPECTRUM 512 say that it will not Mork on 
machines made before 12/8S, Mithout an MMU chip 
upc^ade. The slideshow program does indeed 
fail on my oldest 512, although it runs fine on 
my other machines.) 

Discussion at the meeting covered experiences 
with mail order vendors, along Mith speculation ?l 
on Atari's new marketing strategies. Rumor hM3 
it that Atari is stiffening requirements for 
stores carrying Atari's, and that the Mega will 
not be sold mail order. Local sales and 
support for Atari has been weak for years, and 
we've always wanted more stores to carry AtlH^ 



an- 



other Qgamercial software demonstretsed at the 
MW^bfl9 included Pinball Factory, a pinball 
machine construction and play game, and 
Airball, a maze game in which the player is a 
rolling bubble. 



See ya at the next St meeting of 



JLi Library 



ST LIBRARY By Sally Nagy 



it 



Come one, come all to our November ST meeting 
and see the new ST Xformer be put through the 
paces. It will be our DISK OF THE MONTH. On 
the disk besides the files that make the Xformer 
work will be some JNfc Sof t*«ere that works with 
it. 

New disks this month are as follows: 

UTILITIES B19, PROLOG Interpreter. Grab the 
book, "Programming in Prolog" by Clocksin and ^ 
Mellish and try it out. There are some d«ics on 
the disk BUT they are writtefi=^ GERMAN. IF 
SOMEONE CAN HELP IN TRANSLATING THESE IT WOULD 
mk.^ GREAT HELP! PLEASE CONTACT ME. 

UTILILIES B20, GFA BASIC Tips and Programs. 

UTILITIES CIS, DISKMECH a powerful disk 6 
analyzing, arfiltiving, mpm-^mmsm «i^*Wrtr^-^^ 
a sector editor, format editor, and more! 
Ffi.E1^i6^ an accessory that gives gem options for 
disk options. A New ARCshell which is very 
small in size but very powerful, and some other 
FILES. . - v^'--: 

UTILITIES C19, SUPERBOOT an *a» ^ \s^^jst^^%^iB^i^ff^-^ 
program, "Wmmsm a disk catalog#r*«tt^ a GEM 
memi of options, FKEYLAB which produces labels 
^ar the FunctMUt toys» «id -more— 

UTILITIES D2, NOW has the NEWEST version of 
STWRITER version 2.3 which works on the 
ST' 5. I hope this is the \a.%^^^im^mm- Mm^.m 
wi^ito.-' - 

UTILITIES E4, PUBLISHING PARTNER PRINTER DRIVERS 
- This disk is also re-worked. If you are 
looking for a driver check this one out. A new 
disk is being created with some fonts, etc. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY 12, F«»^jfres ^($mf^\m^^m^ 
pictures..-. 

GRAPHIC DISPLAY 13, MORE Spectrum pictures, 
Aaeis cartoon and misc. demos 

^ -h^ tmmEi of 



GRAPHIC DISPLAY 14, Features Omaha - 
a new card game. 

More new files are coming in eacRS^iiilek. If you 
want to see some type of file or files that I am 
not getting please let me know and I will try 
and get it. These disks are to be a resource 
and service to you. Bye now until next month. 
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^ SOFTWARE RENTAL ^ 



^ ^tarvAtari ST, Commodore 64 and 128, 

Amiga, IBM, and all IBM compatt)les 

. *NOW CARRYING MACINTOSH 

AND APPLE SOFTWARE* . 

. SOFTWARE IS MARKED . 

DOWN 12% TO 35% 



NEW TITLES TO CHOSE FROM EVERY WEEK 



FIVE DAY RENTALS AS 



LOW AS $2.S0! 



^H^Vr WW HHIV ■V^HI^Vr^^^H 



DAILY SPECIALS ON 
' FURNITURE - SUPPLIES 
COMPUTERS-SOFTWARE 

LOCATED NSDE FRANDOR NEXT TO 

-BASKIN RQBBINS 

OPEN M-F Dam - 9 pm SAT 10am - 6 pm 

517/337-0303 



-is.- ; 




Gens/ee ftiflRi group 




Presidential 
Address 



by Jerry Cross 

Gee, my Hrmt presidential responsibility. 
Trying to come up with enough stu-f-f to fill 
our page o-f the newsletter. And trying to fill 
the shoes o-f Jim! (Gulp!). Well, I promise to 
do my very best and try to make our club as 
well known as Chaos or Mace, or maybe even JAGG 
or PACE! " 

But fliy "first riisponsibility is to the members 
of our club- To help me with this job, I have 
a big -favor to ask. I will soon be sending 
each GAG member a survey. I need to know what 
you want out of your Atari, your club, and your 
newsletter. What sort of equipment do you own? 

What do you plan to buy? Where do you shop 
for computer programs? Do you use mail order 
companies? Please fill it out and add any 
comments you wish. I need to know what you 
like and dislike about the club. What can we 
do to improve it? These results will be 
compiled and shared with other clubs, 
companies, and Atari themselves! " 

Also, this is a good opportunity to nag you. 
But I won't. It seems that every newsletter I ^ 
have read contains the usual stuff about the 
members not pulling their weight. You know the 
line.,."This is YOUR club, and if you want it 
to succeed then YOU have to help out". But I'm 
not going to do that. While other clubs 
complain about members not bringing in programs 
tp rt^mnnTtnt". I not going to. I won't ev^i^-. 
fiaf^ you about writing articles for the 
newsletter. I'm sure you have programs you 
enjoy, or knowledge you could share, or 
hardware you could review, but I don't want to 
pester you into writing one. You are probably 
too busy anyway. 1 r 

AU X «^ is you jmnke yourself available to 
answer questions, and attend the meetings. In 
the past few months our club has signed up 
several new members. They are looking for help 
with their computers. They have searchetl all 
over Flint for books, and can't find any- The 
local computer store do not soecialize in the 
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Atari and are hard pressed to answer specific 
questions. So these members come to our 
meeting (and read our newsletter) looking for 
answers. I still remember* when 1 ibined 6A6, 
and just by listening to other people talk at 
the meetings, I learned a whole lot. But if 
only 10 or 15 people show up at the meetings^ 
you don't really learn that much- 

I also realize that coming to meetings just to 
listen to people talk gets awful boring- It 
would help if someone would demonstrate * 
program or hardware once and a while- The 
f officers can only come up witti ma many articles 
and demo's before they get burned out. Gil is 
running out of ideas (after 3 years') and would 
welcome some help- There is no telling how 
long I will last. _ 

Anyway, one of the things we are now offering 
our members is a rapidly grilling magazine/book 
library. We now have a subscription to several 
8-bit and ST monthly magazines (with disks), 
and will loan them to you for one month. We 
have also received a large number of Abacuss 
books, mostly concerning the Atari ST. As our 
club expands, we will look into buyifig hardware 
to lend out, such as modems, printers, and disk 
drives. 

Our p/d library is now one of the best in the 
country. We now receive orders from all over 
the country (about 2 a week), and it is 
improving all ^ tii*». Oi^ Ubrjariani Jim 
TuMftn; fi^ll continue to add new prbgrams as 
quickly as we can find them- 

I guess I should get down to club business- I 
think most of the page is filled by now—Here 
are the results of the October elections. 
Jerry Cross: President, Dave ^ttits Vice 
President/ST, Matt Howe: Vice President/8-bit, 
Jim Tuma 8c Ed Kalushe:8-Bit Librarians, Gil 
Merciez and Jack KeemerST Librarians, and Nick 
Klak: Magazine Librarian. Lets give these 
folks as much support as possible. 

Our club now has a post off it* bCBi; Any 
request for disks, cfttaldgs, or irrformation 
^hmM 1^ be sent to: Genesee Atari Group PO 
r Ick m Flint, MI 48507- 

We will soon be investigating the possibility 
of buying products on a group purchase plan. 
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I-f you have any recommendations, please contact 
one o4 th« oi4i0m^ ' ^ '' -'^^^^ ' 



FACTS BBS has no** moved to an Atari ST. It 
Mill support the usual Atari line, plus IBM, 
Mac, and Commodore/Amiga. It can use your 
support also? I-f you have any questions about 
the Atari, most of the club officers regularly 
log-on and can quickly help you out. 



In the near future, you will be seeing change 
in the format of the newsletter. I need to 
know what you would like to see, what you liked 
about the old newsletter, and Nhat you want 
changed. 

That's about it for this month. Don't miss the 
November meeting. We will be showing a video - 
tape of highlights of the Atari Magic show, 
plus a look at a real live (?) Mega-4. Please 
try to make it? 



Next Meeting 
M9V«nb«r 1 1 « ^tSOpcn Naithercut 



Genesee Atari Group is a non- profit user 
group based in Flint, Michigan. GAG 
meets on the second Wednesday of the 

month at Neithercut school, 
201 0 Crestbrook, Flint MI (6j30pm)- 
We also have a 4th Saturday session 
during the school year ail 0 am* 
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Omfusedbftedmicaljargm Jeff attempts an upUMd. 



Add 



erchandising 

i EUetronics for Earthtings 

IT FLOYO SALE T 

FRBUL0U5 FFLL FERTURE 

UMITED OFFER. BEFORE Y<W CLEAN W» 
YOUR LAWN, HELP US CLEAN UP OtW 

WAROjOyi^ 



i5Tl95 ea. 3 for $29.95 

IIX RAINBOW WALKER CLAIM 
IZEPPEUN PSOTEXnX)Rn SKX 



$12^ oa. 3 for $32.95 

DAVIDS MnHnGHT MAGIC NAUTILUS 
AWARDWABE SEADBAGON A£ 
SKY BLAZER SHAMUS CASES POOYA Nj 
>HAROAirS CURSE CYTHON MASrrEBS 

$14.95 ea. 3 for $39.95 

BUCKAROO BANZAI THE HULK 

roX SAGA«2 PIRATES ADVENTURE 
KORONIS BDFT THE EIDOLON (64K) 
HELLCAT ACE RAID OWER MOSCOW 

$22.95 each 3 for $59.95 

I GOLF GOONIES FANTASTIC FOUR 

NEVER ENDING CTORY (64K) ZORRO 

;UNSLINGER {64IQ 2Z1B BAKER ST {MIT 
BRUCE.US.- CONFLICT IN VIETNAM 

IsfiREO for ATARI ST 8-BIT^ 
{SYNTHESIZER owners^ 



SffSi I Computer Stereo Rmpuf 

ISMStem ir S/^M.^ J1i^MMML 



iiliiit 3601 OR^ 
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Next Meeting Nov. 1'.^ 
VO-ED Center, 475 E. Roosevelt 



C<^Meeting 
Mmutes 

^ r M OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES 

by Chuck Steele 

Me had much discussion about about the News 
letter or lack o-f the News letter. Several 
members were upset that we aren't getting the 
MAM on time. Several members have missed 
90^m^t'%mmuahs' 'Atia0^^ Dennis made a motion 
that we give the News letter a few more months 
so see if there is an improvement. So it was 
voted that we re-evaluate our association with 
M.A.M- at the January meeting. . .^^ 

nJlli^^tiHlNiifc^^ the 
magazine in Ann Arbor starting with the December 
issue. Hopefully the problem of receiving our 
News letter after the meeting will be corrected 
with the Ann Arbor group. They are also talking 
about changing the price back to $.50. Such a 
popular idea, are they running for political 
office? 



The Octeber meeting was moved back one week to 
give more time to get the M.A.M- before the 
meeting. This got people upset. So we voted to 
have all future meeting on the second Thursday 
of each month. This means that our meetings can 
occur as early as the 8th of the month. Working 
backwards, this means the M.A-M must be mailed 
by the 1st of the month, and the paste ups 
should be to the printer 8 to 10 days before 
that.(which would be the between the 21st and 
23rd of each month.) That leaves a three or 
four day window for the editor to get his paste 
ups done, as the dead line for the clubs is the 
18th of each month. 

Joe has received her new SX212. The modem was 
shipped without cables and without software. 
Atari is selling these items separately?'^ The 
SX is a 300/1200 baud modem, which follows the 
HAYES Smart commands, except a few autodial 
features- Joe hasn't had a chance to use her 
f##^ Hl^flilii -yet. Lets hope ATARI starts shipping 
the modem ready to run with software and cables. 

Tom and Dan have finished copying the new disks 
for the library. The new library listing should 
be out before you receive this. If you haven't 
received your new library listing, then please 
call me. ilu*t m ^^m i im r ^iibiiUt im he^t rules of 
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the library. If you want a disk out of the 
library, call Dan Egan or Tom Siemietkowski 
before the meeting. They will make you a copy 
which you can pick up at the meeting. Cost of 
each disk will be one doll4#. Starting next 
monf^ tte mmk of the ftonth will also be Sl.OO. 
I encourage each of you to take advantage of our 
excellent library. You just can't beat the 
value for tlT«L pric^- v 

Dennis suggested that membership dues ©f eirch 
member be at the same time."Wei» the membership 
dues occur on each members anniversary date. If 
we adopt this system all members would pay there 
dues the same month. The advantage of this 
system is that the membership chairman could 
easily keep track of who has paid. It 
simplifies his job and all members know that 
their dues are due at the September "fi^tinff for 
instance. As rmt members join they would pay Oit 
a pro-rated bases for only the months remaining 
until the next September. The negative part of 
this would be a change over period that we would 
have to go through. We tabled this motion until 
the November meeting- So come and be prepared 
to vote- Remember as k IWHiW?' (llUfiiWiilfi ' "^u- ttave 
tNr right to VOTE. 

We hail m really fast Demo of the Happy. The 
Happy goes into Turbo speed on reading and 
writing. It is really fast. It allows you to 
write to disk without a notch. Several switches 
and an L.E-D- are added to the front of the 1050 
disk drive. These switches allow you to run the 
Disk drive at normal speed or warp speed, 
Scotty. The other switch allows you to write to 
the back of the disk or not. Dan says he has 
beefi #blf tQ ujp aU hip software- 

Tom's Doubler has had problems. He isn't real 
happy with the way it has wor*:*i dr "«HOuld I say 
not worked, and wasn't able to do a demo of the 
disk drive. He had to return the first kit as 
it had a defective chip, and now he is still 
having problems. It appears that the 
reliability of these upgrade kits is a big big 

factor. Thanks to Dan and Tom. 

"fijr" r^-rj 

Dan also had aft interest^ dM» ^NPogram that 
explained CPR. We also had the DOM. See you at 
the next meeting and may your BITS all be happy 
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[Editors note: These graphics were sent to MAM 
by B.C.A.U.G. President CHUCK STEELE for us« in 
the AUGUST issue, but arrived tM Imtm. #!• 
noM have rooe, h«r« they are.^ refer to the 
laet t*io issues of MAM for discussion of the 
SUPER STATE 3-D program used to create thes 
figures on ATARI a-bit machine-J 
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SUPER STATE 3-D 

Several Views of one 



3-D File, the SHUTTLE 



BX.A.U.G. OFFICERS! 

CHAIRHAN: 

^ Chuck SteelB 
LIBRARIAN: 

^tidd fterris 
NEI«.ETTER: 

Tom SiemistkoiifSki 

SECRETARY: 

Hike Engle 
TREASURER: ' 

Josephine Ysager 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Denftle Mertin 



964-1701 



363-4475 
964-3033 
368-8401 




Presidential 
Address 



by Daniel Youngs 



October's Meeting was a Great One!? Alan Lemin 
brought in his ST and Keyboard, Showing as how 
MIDI is used. It was a real neat experience. I 
think that the ST is doing to the music industry 
the same that the Mac c^d to desk top 
publishing. 

The new info from our last meeting was: 

a« been up and running for over a month and 
has not crashed once. 

♦Our next meeting will be on desk to pubU^iinQ 
for the Bbit and ST (if we can get an ST). We 
have several people bring in different printers 
to coflipare. We mil be demonstrate several 
programs also. 

tl will start my demonstration on Syncalc and 
Snyfile. I have found a way to transfer Oata 
Perfect files to Synfile so you cm Cdwvert your 
old Data Perfect disks. or 

tWe will be looking for new officers to fill the 
spots left by leaving of ficers(President for 
one). We will be talking more about this at the 
next meeting. 

«Me are thinking about have a harAiare ^f^i*#r» 
swap meet 4^ this inl^fw^est anyom* 

let iKTlefiow. Xmaybe in December). 

tOur next meeting will be November 12 at Dewing 
Hall. Starting time will be 11:00, see you 
there. 

GKAUG meets once a month on the second Saturday, 
the starting time is 11:00. LocatiiJi^ Dewing 
HaU ali^liSAlaiiesoo CoUe9** 
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Grand Babjds Atari 
Systems Supporters 




WyoAing Library 
3350 HichMl SM. 
Fir»t W«d- o-f th« Month 
In-formal «««ting: 6:30-8:00 
formal iNNitings 8x00-9:00 




Presidential 
Address 



President 



Secretary 



George Nosky 
2440 Parkridge S.E. 
Grand Rapids MI 49506 
616 942 1527 

Charles Baughman 
2069 Fawn 

Middleviair^lll 49333 
6l# 795 7373 



MEETING NEWS 

The meeting was caled to order at 8K>0 fF^JU^ 
Pres. George Nosky. A^ter tfi* usual repaid 
from the t»^ii«tir«r «ct. the d»WMtes4on centered 
around NHat CKrwction the meiiit>ership would like 
to s«« GRA^ ti^- 9*>HPr«l ii l«a« NOT ^^ottght 
up. 

1. An Atari -fair, possibly at the library. 

A membership inventory. Thi» woulH prwM^ 
members wittt'^^'»til»^ «Olve proW*«lfc 



3. Election o-f o-f -fleers, #i»ed a nominaUng 
cDAimittee. 

4. Demonstrations at meetings. Several mmm^mrm 
volunteered?? (they didn't even see the tram). 



5. 



ary exj 



6. Christmas party. 



The meeting ended at about 8:55 due to the 
closing o-f the library. Ideas seemed to Still 
be coming. 

A-f ter tfm mm^^^ meeting the board met to 
discuss thtt iiteas. 

1. Atari -fair. George and I talked about this 
at the end o-f the board meeting. George will 
call Atari and ask for help, the library wiU 
be contacted for open dates. The current idea 
is to have 10-12 members display their hardware 
and software on a SaturdM^. This will have to 
be heavily advertised. We would like to see 
everything in the 8bit line from an BoO with 
joysticks and cartridges hooked to a T.V. to 
130' s with monitor, multiple disk drives, 
printer, modem etc. We will probably need a 
chairman fo^U»is projiCt. Call George if vm, 

2* *leii*l«rship inventory. We gave George all of 
our ideas for questions and he will do a draft. 
This will be sent to the board for additions, 
deletions, and rearrangement. The questiOffi^aire 
will be mailed to all memlwrs* mtwr mm Mo 
is collected it be ^mjpil^d and printed. 
It is our tiope^Hat this will facilitate 
MratoMirr and software solutions and answers for 
our^ jMiiMhe r»» 

3. Election of officers. We still need a 
nominating committee. 

4. Dwpni The feature of the November meeting 
,.'ll UM * dlliin iTf templates for speedcalc. We 
have this program in the library and hope to add 
the templates to the disK. At the December 
meeting we will see a demo of Atariwriter+. 
There are no plans for the balance of the year 
at the present time but we hope to have a demo 
at every lMMitif*9. This neWiSitates starting 
the fo^pi^-pw^ of the me(^*«l#e«t 7:30 instead 
of 8K>0. This may give us more time for 
discuspipf* afi4 ques,^ic^s^#nd answers. 

5 Library expansion. We hope to get the 
library from CHAOS to add to our club Itbrary. 
Details will be fineUzed a%-|ilfl^*^«t»'»«*" 
meettng. It looks lik»-iie ««U t^I^ pick up 
the CHAOS library at their m^etaig w Nov. and 
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then several members will meet at my house -for a 
day to dupe the iiil i Mtf%Hiy -iil«e add -^tliiwfi - 

from Ron** library to our*. 

4; ' niristmas party. Not much interest so the 
iOmJnHm dropped. 

Pirating o-f programs was also discussed. It is 
suspected that this may be happening- Me «ee 
several happy -iliil«ee rtili W-^^eurmm lifll flMIT IS 
t^ING THEN ILUEGAU.Y. The GRASS policy is that 
the club doeerf t condone ^le-oapyvig of^- 
copyriqihted e^^rials. 

I-f you want something -from our library I will 
have a form for you to fill out and then I will 
make a copy for you. You can still make copies 
your self. The cost o-f copies from the library 
is ♦1.50 if I make them. This is payable in 
advance* 

I was impressed with George's organization of 
the meeting. I hope we can get him to continue 
in the office of president. 

The board was impressed and delighted with the 
many ic^as that you had. We hope they can be 
carried out and we will work to see that th^y 
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THIS CIIART SHOWS TME NAME OF THE MAMUFACnjRER WIO MAY 
HAVE PHOOUCEO THAT DISKZTTK YOU HOW HAVE IN YOUR DISKETTE 
DRIVE 1 WOULD LIKE TO TllANK THE H.O.T.A. USERS CROUP OF 
VAHCOUVER, WA. TOR THIS CHART PRIfTTED IM THEIR HOV. ISSUE. 
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The Washtenaw Atari Users' Group is devoted to 
promoting an interchange' O^ Itfi^li atld 
information concerning Atari ei€3"o-coe|iuter». 
Our goal is to* aid our members in achieving 
maximum enjoyment from their investment in Atari 
computer products. We do this through 
information in our newsletter and by our monthly 
meetings. Each meeting focuses on one topid^ 
interest, with program deiH(birt«t^'at!iilh« and 
question and answer sessions for both 8^4t artd 
i^-'bit machines. 



How to Contact MAUG> _ 

Clear Thinking: (313)761-2444 



NOltri*s De#i#*' 



C500/1200 baud)^ 



<313)4 20-0407 
(300/1200 baud) 
Treasure CheST: (313)439-2816 

(300/1200 baud) 



BY MAIL: WAUG! 

3407'^aebum Circle 
PitWi Arbor, MI 48104 



List of Future WAUG! Activities 



Nov. 10: Graphics/Printers 
Dec. 8: MidiMaze Fun Night 



r » ^ 



In Person: Come to a meeting! WAUG! meets the 
second Tuesday of each month from 7:30 to 10 PM. 
Meetings are held in Room 2228 of the University 
of Michigan School o-f Educatiaiv l«eate«i on the 
corner o-f South and East University in Ann Arbor^ 

By Mail: Send a check for ^10, payable to Bob 
Carlini (our Treasurer), to the WAUG' mailing 
address- Be sure to include your name, address 
and phone number. Please include information 
about your system and interests. Benefits of 
WAtJBf -^^Hti^Jei ship WAUG! members receive the 
club newsletter, keeping them informed about 
what's going on in WAUG! and the whole Atari 
community. Members also have access to the 
8-bit and ST disk libraries. These disks are 
jam-packed with useful and entertaining public 
domain software. Members pay the special club 
rate of %2 for 8-bit and t^-^ior -ST thsks, and 
disks may be purchased in person or by mail. 
The most important benefit you receive is the 
help and support from (and iciter action with) 
other Atari owners. 
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Tri-city Atari Croup 



T . a . G . - 



NEXT MEETING: The Tri-City Atari Users Group 
meets the second Saturday of every month at 2:00 
pm at the Rudy Zauel Memorial Library on the 
corner gi Shattuck and Center in Saginaw. ^i ^r i 
UpccMpirig^ i^lftttings are scheduled as -folloMS^ ^.^^ 

November 14, 1987 

December 12, 1987 

OFFICERS Q-f TAG are as fbllowss 

r - 

Ll^oy ^lley Presidefl* 686-^»796 
Marty Schmidt Treasurer/Sec- 792-6029 
Al Jennings 8-bit Disk lib- 790-1980 
Joe Manelis ST Disk Lib. 790-0993 
George Stuart News Letter Ed. 892-7545 

Club dues are ♦20-00 per year. For this fee you 
get the Hi^g«n At j^i Mm^mzistm, Support for 
both the S-bits and the ST's, and •full access to 
the club's public domain library. We currently 
have about 90 disks in the 8-bit library and 30 
in the ST library. You an get copies of these 
disks AT NO CHARGE if you bring your own disk to 
copy on (time permitting) at the regular 
meeting- If you don't have a disk with you, you 
can get the 8--bit disks for ♦UOO each and the 
ST dicks for ♦2-00 each. Non-TAG membi^rs can 
get copies of the 8- bit disks for $2.00 each 
and the ST disks for t4.00 each. If you need to 
renew, do it now! If yoii JiaYen't joined yet, 
then do it now! -^-^ 



Letter from the Prez 



By now all of you know that there was no October 
meeting. I apologize, but the library didn't 
inform us that they were instalUnQ new carpet 
until, one week ImtiBre the meeting. I tried to 
move it back one week, but the library didn't 
finish it's renovations m time and that too had 
to be canceled. Besides, I don't think that 
anyone got their newsletter in time to know that 
it would be in the THIRD week in October. Maybe 
placing the newsletter under |ie««^i^|y[i«9t«nent 
Mon't be so bad arfter Mm» 



Marty Schmidt sent postcards out to inform 
everyone that the meeting was canceled, but he 
knew of people that didn't receive them until 
Saturday- Isn't it amazing ham you can send a 



anv cxTv, nxai.ANa_ 

postcard to Ohio and it gets there the next day, 
but if you send it across town it takes a week? 
^MeU anyway, everything should be back to normal 
y this month. Remember, show up for the raffles! 

HOT FLASHES FROM TMC FUTURE! 

The month of November will feature October's 
selections! Award Ware for the ^-ijitf and 
Cmrtificate Maker for the ST. 

Both of these packages will be raffled of^ at 
the meeting. - 

TAG is now the proud owner of an Atari 800 and 
an 810 disk drive with several cartridges and 
programs. What should we do with these precious 
goodies? Think about it for the next meeting. 

ttt EXPIRATION NOTICE ttt 

Remember, once your membership expires you^l 
receive NO more issues of the Mi<2higan Atari 
Magazine! . ' ' 

NOTE: These are the Same ^ikjple who volunteered 
for""^^ ISctiibtfr meeting- If you can't make 
mJE»im^ t:M mmi u-^ ^ 



8-bit Equipment Volunteers: 

Nelson Greene Monitor 
Ted Beauchamp 
— -^ Al Jennings 



Disk Drive 'y 
Prtlll»iP*"»rtd interface 



ST Equipment WUtn^amrmi 
Dennis Wright 
LeRoy Valley 
Tom Wheeler 



A 



Monitor 

1040ST 

Pr^njier and cable 

Once again, a big THANKS to all of you who loan 
your equipment to the club- PLEASE, if youVe 
going to be late, or can't make it, CALL!! It's 
not >fair to the rJMi t i e fy^Hm >#eop le when t^JT^'s 
no monitory or drive for the system! 
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ZENIA XR-100 BARCODE READER 
Best Products (*179) 
By Jerry Cross 

H you w«re at the rec«nt Atari-Magic show, you 
probably saw this product being demonstrated. 
By waving a "wand" over a printed label 
containing a bunch of lines, you -found out if 
you were the winner of a prize- What you may 
not have noticed is this was being done with an 
Atari computer! 

Until now, barcode readers were developed for 
busifms ^ftppl^#tifir>%,. ypich means they were 



mad« ^for mostly IBM computers (for well over 
t400). But now, Xenia has come out with an 
iiiaiiiMilii II IT one for the Atari computers. Umh 
businesses can use the Atari to maintain 
inventories, simplify thg^r J^pokkeeping, or any 
of a number of uses. 



What * 'fearcbil* r#id«^ does is "repir a 
pre-printed label containing data in 'tlie form 
of lines. Do not confuse this with the 
blMrcodes on many grocery products. Those are 
printed in a different format and can not be 
read with this ^4r?;,Qde read^. But it works . 
much same way. 

The barcode "wand" consists of a gadget about 5 
inches long, and 1 inch thick. It plugs into 
the joystick port of your Atari, and comes with 
a 4 foot cable. It is very easy to use. 
Simply hold the button on the wand while slowly 
moving it over the barcode to be read. If it 
reads it correctly, Ct# Coe^W ^^i^^eafltllKie 
on with it's next task. If not, you will hear 
• bell which tells you you moved over the code 

^iwt. Ittt^ some practice you can quickly 
rMd a number of co^^, without , error. 

The entire package comes with an instruction 
book, and a disk containing the handler 
programs, label printout program, and a simple 
barcode test program. The instruction manual 
mm% Informative, but was a Xerox'd copy ir«|^«*<^ 
of a nice handbook. 

There are two different handler programs 
designed to work with just about any DOS you 
plan to use with the program. They recommend 



DOS XL beceuM it uses up less memory. If you 

plen to use another DOS, there are instructions 
explaining which of the two handlers you should 
use, plus any other information needed to get 
the barcode program running. The same goes for 
the Language you are using...i-e. Atari Basic, 
Basic XL/XE, Tiini#*ltt<^c:. ^ lot testing was 
done to be sure it was compAtil^o many 
conf igurations._ 

One problem that was discovered while using 
this was with smeared labels. If your label is 
not completely dry you may accidentally smear 
the label, and the barcode reader has problems^ 
reading it. 

Thi* ^odtict hee a lot of uses. You can easily 

control inventory by reading a label on a 
shelf, then entering the number of that 
product. This is done at many grocery stores. 
Another use is to label each product and read 
it at the checkout line, also like tflO 
departlient stores. 
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The first thing I did was to write a program 
that could be used at our club meetings. By 
reading a barcode located on your membership 
card, then reading a barcode on a magazine from 
our library, you can quickly check out 
magazines or hardware without a lot of 
tiODkkeeping. The members no longer would have 
tid Stand in line, but can ^etoGie tJhmm out 
themselves. 

Writing programs is fairly easy. The handler 
program inputs a 4 character code, just as 
though you typed it in yourself lising the 
keyboard. By using a afiecial XIO command, you 
activate the barcode reader, then issue an 
Input or GET command. Anyone with a little bit 
of programming experience can write a program 
to fit their needs. 

Sounds pretty good, huh? Well, twive y^' ever 
read a >«v4ew W a product where I didn't find 
soeething wrong? Thie i« no exception. 

My main concern is the lack of software for 
this product. Remember, you just spent ^179. 
The first thing you notice is you have a 
product you can't use! Sure, it?% "IFtet df furt 
running ttttft tt»st program and * fUlMlf^g -*ome 
barcodes. But if you want to use it for your 
business, you have to either write a data 
program yourself (not easy for a beginner) or 
find someone to do it for you. There is no 
support at all from the company, and no 
companies are writing software to support it- ^ 

One o# the r#afef^ i# "the very strict 
copyrightin^firuliir Mftar software developers- If 




November 



you plan to sell a program -for the barcode 
reader* you must -first purchase stickers for ,^ . 
plac«i»nt on EACH DISK you sell (at ^9.00 
eacW). Then you must promise that the retail 
price will exceed $60, and you must not release 
the source code. 

Now, i-f yoir fii?re a developer, would you want to 
writv a program following these guidelines':' I 
doiif*t expect many commercial programs to come 
out "for use with this product- 

Another complaint is with the wand cable- ft' ''^^ 
has to be long enough to reach where you are 
working, but not s© IbrH^ as to get tangled up 
around your desk. One easy solution is to use 
a «plral cable (like the telephone receiver 
cord). As it stands now, you must either move 
your computer around the store, or bring the 
products to the computer. Since your Atari is 
in no way portable, you will soc^ find your-^* 
desk very cluttered. ' ^ 

I have other complaint too, but they are sort 
of minor (like the sloppy manual). 

So, if you are looking for a barcode reader, 
this IS a good product. For the price of the 
Xenia, an Atari computer and drive, you are 
still well under the cost <rf a barcode reader 
for thir IBH. But keep in mind that once you 
buy it, you are on your own. Find someone who 
knows how to write a program and you ^^b^^^ 
set. 
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My "New" Computer 
by Randy Pearson 

Yup, I think my computer eyetem is just about 
complete! I got myself a new computer the 
other dayi ^ ^mr\ 800. 

Ok, so it's not actually new, but it is the 
computer that I feel rounds out my system. 

Yea, I hear you laughing. Or was that a groan? 

Oh %#ell, no matter. Fm used to it. So far, 
about all of the computerists that I've 
informed of my purchase have thought me to be 
crazy. "Why," they ask, "would you possibly 
want an OLD (they always emphasize that worm 
Atari, when you can have an XL/XE?" 

Men, here i« my li^wwer, and I gave it a lot of 
thought. I compared the XLs and XEs to the 
80O, and decided that it all down to 

convenience vs. annoyance. 



The only pluses I could find with owning an 
Atari 800XL (or the modified 600XL I traded for 
the 800) were the extra l&K of memory, and tlie 
expandibility prospecte.^ Ok, so having 44K «« 
opposed to 48K is nice- Paperclip, my favorite 
word processing program, gives me nearly double 
the space. I liid very much enjoy being all but 
assured of never running out of space while 
writing stories. But, to be honest, I never 
had run out of room on my previous 48K machine 
before. I came close, a few times, Inmeivmr. 
And I amM «i«ed up nearly all of the expanded 
space on the 6003CL. But, upon thinking about 
it, if I ever DID run out of room, all I would 
do is simply continue the story after saving 
what I had finished. Molding them together 
when printing would be a bit annoying. So I 
counted that as an annoyance. And as for 
programs that require 64K to run, I only have 
two right nows The Eidodi^ and Print ShQH 
Companion. The Eidolon bugs me, as a game, so 
I never played it when I had the 600XL, and 
Print Shop Companion is nice, but certainly not 
a must. And on the other side of the tracks, I 
have two programs that simply wcan't run on the 
XL: Protector II, which is a cartridge and 
cannot be 'XLf ix'ed, and Ac|uatron» Mhich also 
ma^mt^^eii^&t irii^l^ So, f mteo counted the 
programs that I can't now use as being 
annoyances, or more likely, inconveniences- 
And ok, having 256K would be great? A RAMdisk 
is a beautiful invention. But since I don't 
plan to run a BBS with my 8-bit machine, the 
only logical use for a RAMdisk is for copying 
disks. And sin^ ift«c copying is anhoying» 
but not ail THAT annoying. Another anhoyance,^^ 
but one that I can live iiith- 

There are many other annoyances that the XLs 
have, that the 800 does not. The biggest was 
not having an internal speaker. I like being 
able to turn my TV ttit off, and still know that 
I am hitting the keys (like I'm doing riflt>t 
now, because my stupid TV set likes to emit a 
hiQh pitched squeal that is a lot like having 
someone walk up being you, grab the back of 
your neck, and start squeezing). Of course, my 
new system will soon have a monitor, so that 
chahges it from being an actual consideration 
to merely being another convenience. 

Another XL annoyance is the amount of time one 
must wait after turning off the machine, before 
powering it back up. With the 600, I would 
have to wait anywhere from 10 seconds to over 
minute (!!) before it would finally stop giving 
me a black screen, or that near-useless self 
test. (Which is better, a Memo Pad or the 
Self-Test? Good question, eh?) The 800 I hava 
now, on the other hand, actually NEEDS to be 
warm before it'll boot! I have to turn it on, 
back off, then back on again. Weird. But a 
definite improvement. 

I also think that having to XLfix all the older 
programs, which t have an abundance of , is 



anothar big miKiyjin^ ^1I^W^iii>«rrassing to 
have a friend over, and try to load a game on 

an XL/XE- First, try it normally. It died. 
Shoot... Must need XLfix. Load up that... It 
died... Darn... Forgot to hold down Option... 
Or did I hold it down when I shouldn't have? 

The BOO haft A Midi nicer, sturdier keyboard. I 
will admit that the XL's keyboard isn't bad, 
but the BOO is superior. Feels better, 
stronger and 'deeper'. And the XE has the 
absolute WORST keyboard I've ever typed on! 
It's the same as the ST, and I extremely 

typing on my ST. The key» are bigger, 
sure, tottt ^teheyM^ipe ctoeer > t ege t her, so I tend 
to^ JUife inbetween keys, or of -f the edge of a 
key, amli hit ^iM^r JL rarely do that with this 
800. 

There are a number of miniscule things that I 
like about the 800 also, like function keys 
mmt ^mtisk- -HjOME the surface of the machine, a 
giierftell Sy^^em Reset key, four joystick, er, 
controller jacks (as if I have any games that 
use all four), and a large door covering the 
cartridge. (My niece and nephew, 6 and 4 years 
old, would constantly rip cartridges in and out 
of their 800XL without turning off the machine 
first. This wcauld always make me shudder. 

Both machines have one thing, in particular, 
that the other one does not. "My 800 has TWO 
cartridge ports," I say boastingly. "Well MY 
XL has a HELP key," says the average XL owner, 
while sticking out a tongue and making a 
rmatamtty noiM^ the only thing ever 

Mil* lor tEhe iPslQltt cartridge port is Monkey 
Hrwch, that Basic helper that hardly anyone 
ever bought. And on the inverse, I've never 
seen a program that uses the HELP key, either- 
So take that as you will. 



Ok, M^'fiH^ ^800^ i^^«ari^idge! None of 

tlM llalMli tiOMi^ O^^ksn cntd! THAT, to me, is 
an annoyanc^J* is a bit glitchy. If I remember 
to save often, and reboot a lot, I'll do ok. 
The 800 has a lot less interference than the 
600XL I had. Well, ok, not a lot, but it's not 
quite as bad. 

An# Hhiily, ih my «^ /to the Atari 800, I must^ 
s^^Mit^t jiiVfc^iSVe the sliape, the basic lamk^y 
tmtt Jmtf COiar clf the SOO over the newer 
machines. Ok, so the 800 is a tank. But can 
you drop an 800XL on the ground and still have 
it in one piece? Heck, you can roll your 
Toyota over the 800 and not bother it (much)! 
But, simply put, it Icxiks lik» an imiprmm^iMii 
maclttne! It's large, sturdy, built strong, 
mtam never rust! It looks impressive! I 
have non-computer friends who chortle at my ST, 
(and the 600XL I used to own, as well) but 
'Ooo' and 'Ahh' at this 800. It looks, to 
them, to be the most powerful machine they've 
ever seen. The 600 looked lik»^ toy, 
basically. 



So, after weighing all the conveniences and V^'. 
annoyances, I simply decided that I could live 
with the 800' s few faults, and could live 
without the few extras that ^ neMMT marlines 
have. To me, rm m mi^ is not necessarliy better! 
day» tidlr ya why I like the Atari 835 
over the newer Atari models. Yup^ on the 
edge of your seats, right? <giggle> ^ 

(And by the way, I still have 227 lines free in 
Paperclip! So PPHHHPT!!!) 
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Programming Tips and Tricks 
By Earl Hill From The SAGE SCROLL Newsletter. 

This month we continue with our discussion of 
some o-f the finer points of programming the " 
8-bit Atari. Last month we left off with the 
use of the LEN function, which is used as 
LEN(A$). The next useful string function is not 
a function per se, but is something that is done 
with strings. This is what is called 
concatenation, which is a big word to describe 
putting one thing onto another. As I have said 
many times, please type these listing^ in as we 
go. Take it from me, you will find that this is 
the best way to learn the finer points of 
programming. Here is a little listing to show 
how these two things are put together: 

10 DIM A$(10) 20 X=LEN(A*):PRINT X 

25 REM PRINTS 0 (A* IS A "NULL" STRING) ' ' "_" 

30 A*="ABCD":PRINT LEN(A*) 

35 REM PRINTS A NUMBER 4 

40 AS(LEN(A^)+1)=A*:PRINT A* 

45 REM PRINTS AS "ABCDABCD" 

50 X=LEN(A*):PRINT X ^ ... ^ . 

55 REM PRINTS AN 8 V 

The critical concatenation step is in line 40. 
Recall that, as un-logical as it may seem, the 
expression on the left side of the equals sign 
is the DESTINATION; and tr»t on 1;h# rigfe^t i« the 
SOURCE. What this line does is concatenates or 
"adds-on" to AS. We will say more about this 
shortly. Where is this used? Loads of places. 
For example, in getting disk input, where you 
want to add the number of a drive to an INPUT 
filename. <0f course, all these strings Have 
been DIMmed earlier anh Look at this code: 
(BUT DON'T TYPE IT IN). 

p^^Mj)....^ "INPUT TITLE" 

INPUT Q$:IF Q*="" THEN F1i="D:SCREAN.PIC" 

F*(LEN(F*)-t-l)=Q* 

F*<LEN<FS)+1)«**.PIC'* 



What this %ort of thing does (and as I told ycu, 
this is stuff which is useful), is automatically 
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set up INPUT as a -filename with PIC as the 
e>jtender, i-f <RETURN> is pressed; and if no 
extender is used, to add one to t^-*« -PIC* 
Here is Anotft^ WHMMI0I^ ~ 

10 Dm l*W30),BS(20) 

20 A<="RUN":A«(4)=CHR*(34):A*(5,7)="D1:" 30 

POSITION 2,10:? "Enter as FILENAMEzEXT <RET> " 

40 REM ...MORE CODE HERE... ■ * ^ 

50 TRAP 50:INPUT BS:TRAP 40000 

60 A$(LEN(A<)+1)=B» - ' 

70 REM ...MORE CODE FOLLOWS^ 

What have done here is get a filename INPUT 
as B» and by concatenation put it inside a 
string which says to RUN a Filename. This is 
■from an AUTORUN.SYS maker from one of the early 
SAGE DON'S. The critical line is line 60, where 
BS IS out of the end of all the other stuff. 

Mom lets go on Mith so«e motm coflfK 

10 DIM A*(10),B»(10),C$(4) 

20 AS="ABCDEF":PRINT A* 

30 B^=A*:PRINT B*:REM GIVES ABCDEF 

40 C^=A^:PRINT C*:REM TRY IT AND BSE ^ 

As I said, the equals Wign is not quite as in 
Mgebra, feut here indicataw a DESTINATION on the 
left, and a SOURCE on the right. The important 
line is number 30, for our purposes, and here 
line 30 defines string B* by setting string B* 
equal to the string A*. " / 

A little more about strings, and then we'll be 
aW^^^ '«Ove. on to INPUT. Strings can be 
de*iiiied further by using single subscnpts- 
These take the form of A*(4). The (4> is 
referred to as a subscript. Here's some more ^ 
code: 

lO DIM A*(10),B*<10) 

20 A»«n2345678-rf>RINT A* 

30 B$=A*(4):PRINT B*:REM ..TRY IT.. ^ ^ 

B«=AS(5):PRINT Bt 

B*(5)=AS(5):PRINT B*:REM -.TRY IT.. 
B*=A*(0):PRINT B$:REM ..AND THIS.. 
B*=A^(9):PRINT BS:REM ..AND THIS.. 



40 

50 
60 
70 



The important line for our purposes is line 50, 
Nhich illustrates the definition of a 
DESTINAtlON substring, Bt<5), with a SOURCE 
substring A*(5). This operation combines the 
two substrings to define string B*. To 
concatenate two strings without losing any 
characters, the substring of the destination 
substring must be equal to one plus the 
character imigtiiriiftiv the current destination 
string. For example, in line 50, since the 
character length of B* is 4(before line 50 was 
executed), the destination subscript must be 5. 
This explains why you see the code, e.g., of 
AS<LEN(AS)+1). 

That's about it for this short introduction to 
strings. Jtust for ttl# record, lets define a 



string with double subscripts. This takes the 
4m'm Q»«A»(3,g)i, . ttm ^dqi|lri<i^ tMt»<gr lf^ rfwthod is 
useful im-m^mir^nQ ummr INPUT, or user 
responiMH «iyief these Ufps,^f MO^m^ 



Y/N" 



10 DIM A*(5) 

20 PRINT "Do you want to continue'7 
30 INPUT A* 

40 IF A*<1,1)«"Y- THEN 100:REM -.50 SOMEWHERE 

ELSE.. 

50 END 

This is nice because only the first letter of 
the response needs to be checked. I suspect 
this is enough of this stringy stuff for this 
month. Next month i*e will continue with inputs. 
I thiHtc yoti^ i SMtfi se e from the ab«^ exaii|M«'te«» 
this ties in with strings. 
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JUST FOR FUN... 
By Jerry Cross 

Where do computers coim from? 

Hey, this is Siw-ious? I was sitting around the 
other day, just letting my mind wander 
around...and it occurred to me that I have 
never seen a computer factory. Have you? I 
mean, I've seen car factories, cereal 
factories, furniture factories, but never a x 
computer* #*ctiiryi /' 

It got me to wondering.-.like when I was a kid 
and I asked my folks where babies came from. 
They said the stork brings them. Well, I Qot 
out my picture book and, there it wasf 
stork' And I could even go to the zoo and.4iM3l|. 
at one. They got mad at me once because I let 
one loose. I said to them "How's it supposed 
to deliver babies when it's locked up like 
that'" Then after I grew up a bit I saw this 
fat lady and said "Look mom, she ate too many 
Big Macs, huh?" "No" my Mom said, "She's about 
to have a baby." "Cover your head. Ma!" I 
screamed "Those storks are ten times bigger 
then pigeons, and I saw wNat pigeW cpn do to 
a car?" 

"No, storks don't bring babies, she has the 
baby in her stomach." said my Mom. "She will 
soon go into the hospital and they will take 
the baby out." 

A few years ImUmn^i had my sex education class. 
, explained it all to me. They showed me 

BOM pictures of a hospital room, with the 
doctors in their white robes and equipment all 
over the place. The room was real clean 
because, they said, they had to keep the dust 
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out. Dust carries germs, and we didn't want 
the baby to catch a bug, did we? And when the 
baby comes out, the doctor would put it on an 
examination table to male* marft mtM^ fWaltH y. 

So, I learned my -first lesson. Don't ever 
believe your parents. So when my Dad told me 
that computers come -from computer -factories, I 
said "Sure Dad? And I believed you about the 
Storks. So where is this computer factory?" 



''It's in Singapar«* He siMi 



Huh? 8ingiU3ore? The same place that makes 
those stupid umbrellas they put in drinks? The 
place that makes those shirts that are two 
sizes too small? That's where my Atari came 
-from? "Oh, come on Dad...." 

So, I Mcnt and got out my picture books again 
aM^tCKilced up coMiputer -factories. And there, 

in full color, were pictures o-f a computer 
•factory! But it didn't look like a regular 
factory. 

Everyone inside had on white coveralls, and 
Mhite hats and gloves«».Just like a hospital! 

«li»y had'^an these gadgets with lights and 
they beeped all the tiiiie.^like a HOSPITAL!'! 
And the room was real clean-.LIKE A HOSPITAL! 
I guess they wanted to keep the dust out to 
keep those bugs out of the computers. And when 
a computer came out, it was put ofl^a' table 4Smd 
^s»y cMi^lt I» liiire all the fmrtm ifere 
thi e and everything nvorked. 

So that's where they come from! I knew they 
didn't come from Singapore! So I took a trip 
over to the hospital but they wouldn't let me 
into the computer delivery room- The nurse 
acted like she didn't even know «(«hat I was 
taMfi9 'mmmM'yi^^M- 'M ey picture book, 

and -told h*i^>Btory about the fat lady. She 
seilect ems told me to sit down and someone 
would come and take me to the computer delivery 
room. Then she called someone and said in a 
low voice "I think you lost one of your 
patients! Can you come and pick him up?" 

iMI^ by this time it Mas getting late, so I 
toon o#^. But at least now I know where they 
come from- Now for the big question...How do 
they, er, how can you tell which is, ummm, do 
they do it in the dark.... 

iNkits, more questions- Hey Ma!!1 
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GFA COMPANICDN 
(For Use With gtH Ba«fe^^ li %to i^ »t^ >> 

By Mm Holder, 

Marathon Computer Press. 
Distributed By Michtron, Inc. ^ 
Reviewed By Frank and Sally Nagy 

GFA COMPANION: a creative JEWEL: Nine Kinds of 
DXAL06 BOXES! 

1tiiir^9i£iilog Box Scjurce Code Generator and 

Language Tutorial, with Source Code Libraries, 
takes the burden out of dialog box consl^uction. 

As the name suggests, the COMPANION supports the 
INTERPRETER with two disks packed full of 
support goodies and an additional 84 page 

GFA Basic Interpreter owners will -find this 
program affords most of the classical Resource 
Construction Set functions used by "C" 
programmers- 

GFA COMPANICNM is designed for the beginner to 
interoiedlate programmer to cut the time and 
hassles associated with prograiM»ing in GEH. 

One, of it's two disk set, is jammed with 
libraries for AES, BIOS, GEMDOS, VDI and XBIOS; 
sample programs, topical GFATIPS and a helpful 
list of reference texts. 

Then the Programs Disk, gives sill^^^utipr^ials, 
lending further support to the pneier's manual. 



The GFACLIP acts as a "glorified scratch pad" 
able to pass data between programs, allowing 
ill i li ter graphic image loading times. (The 64K 
"board" can hold t»«o DMJ&j^JSm ScreieesJ ; 

Create QIQS. different tfijiofl tKSBM? 

A "credits option" has room for a title width of 
40 characters. Select font styles: normal, bold 
or italics; and add up to 12 additional lines. 



a coAyii«te online help routine of up to 
42, 12 line boxes of information. Advance to 
the next page .y flip baql^ ^t|i ^evious ones. 

Make vertical information boxes for displaying 
program commands. 

Create horizontal information boxes when you 
don't Mimt to^xibscure the entire 9crmm%m 

Build specialized boxes with multiple buttons. 
Label them Alpha or Num. Paste sliders to 
boxes. 



Display diif^rmnt Resolution Overlays to create 
dialog boxes usable in all resolutions. ^ 

In addition, all -function keys and any available 
key on the keyboard can be redefined to meet 
needs o-f a given application. 

GFA COMPANION is available from Michtron fpr 
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An 



Atari Magic Poop 

editorial by certain members 
o-f the ATARI MA61C sta-ff 



Here's the scoop on the poop -from Detroit's 
ATARI MAGIC Show, with a lot o-f editorializing 
mixed m itmiTm tIMf i^is mil«iH*li Mil 
about). Much of this is tiken ^f^ iHlNiin W^GlC's 
beloved systems monitor Cand show -floor manager) 
held court in the Hilton Penthouse for visi 
user groups. 

Hybrid Arts (HA for short)-what more can be 
said? These folks are more than ridiculous to 
^deal Mith^ 44e got -Uttle advance cooperation 
iiefore the show, and none at the show. All this 
stems from Bob Moore's (HA founder) absolute 
refusal to accept their booth location, even 
with their prior knowledge. We even gave them a 
most favorable position in their area (with 
quick access to their midi naz» and 'AtaN^"^^ We 
eMtffe*dftd#^«diie tllgiither to abat* imm loud 
f<»Nijii» **»tiek:**> that comes from their area. We 
kntm this from driving many miles to other 
shows. We did our homework. ..'but, noooooo!' 
Mr. Moore told us we were wrongj there would be 
no noise problems. 

Basic Bits and Bytes was first. Then Sector 
One.' Then Utiiri's Sandi Austin personally 
approached ue^lin#'«alEed the permission of the 

floor manager to tell HA to cool it. No such 
luck, as HA continued to blast the show floor 
with simulated explosions, jazz riffs, and other 
noises. Our repeated requests to them were 
obliged for durations no longer than IS 
seconds-tNi it txyeM i^^mk mmf^^^N^ 

With cooperation like this, can you imagine how 
unforgiving their software must be? They even 
had the gall to complain about the other "noise" 
in the hall being too loud' Our hands were 
tied, however, as HA didn't see fit to pay for 
their booth until halfway tiw^vilfi mih^mi^imiillA 
we would have lost by telling them to pack 

up and go. We would have also lost Midi-Maze 
and its ♦♦900 prize. ~ Somebody let us know if 
the guy who won ever gets his stash! 



My advice to future show givers: don't waste 
your time with these bums. Midi-Maze is b#ing 
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publicly sold ^fchisi e*lQw)» Or. T and other 

midi software manufacturers are more than happy 
to attend (with more advance notice than what we 
gave them), btow for headache number two... 

NO SHOWS-Analog Magazine told us on three 
different occasions "yeah! we'll be tfmtw^ 
C those occasionss Pittsburgh AberfaN»^ Buffalo 
Atarifentf and CES in Chicago} Well, thv^ 

weren't. It's tough when you count on support 
in dollars and attendance, and don't get it. At 
least they published our dates, and we do 
appreciate that. Vacations, however, don't cut 
the mustard as excuses (Mrs. Walnum's expected 
child does, tho). Also in ttitf-r :>WM|- ^ mtw^m boat 
lies the "New Aladdin** magazine. - 

Some "no-shows" not only embarassed us, but 
themselves, as well. Virtusonics paid and 
missed not only MAGIC's show, but the previous 
show m San Jose. Also paying and not showing 
were TDI (who in the are they), and l*€As*- 

PCA sweet- talked us into reservitig^ j^^ boflifefe for 
them for ^200 less than the full rate. They 
pooped out-we lost eoney on that one. 

It' 5 too bad that these corporations don't 
realize that these shows are not being put on by 
professionals. Little user group members like 
you and I stick our colleet^ipe fisclc# «*|t- for 
Atari's show and marketing folk without too eiM^ 
help. Oh, by the way. Atari, your promised 
advance monies finally arrived — about five hours 
m advance of. the show. Some help, gang. 

Talk about the left hand not knowing what the 
right hand does: ptiom^i^mndi Austin CAtari Usei^ 
Group support chair wo rn ewiuu She would tell us 
one thing ("th^ ehe^ is in the mail"), and 
Atari management would do another ("the check 
has been awaiting approval on Mel's desk for 
three weeks"). Having that advance money sure 
would have helped, but hey, this wouldn't have 
been Atari's gamble, then. Atari, dontt 4cecfl 
yeurf>>«wn people zn the dark.. them be^ 

honest with us users* • is- 3? '.." : 

To lead you into thinking this was a problem 
filled show would be wrong. With great 
cooperation from Cynthia Sieders and the Hilton 
Hotel staff, we pulled off a great show. "This 
is one of the best sMeMMr'Miini 
¥iA^>mmmi^>^rmmr9tmi Harris ^f ^ari^ 
count the show Atari thees^vM^put Qn?-i> Wow' 
On the other hand, these were just some of the 
problems that arise when putting on an 
AtariFest. Problems that shouldn't have to 
happen. We were enriched from the show, the 
guys who won the ST and Casio keyboard were 
greatful, and in short, everyone else had a good 
time. ^ ' 

If vou want iXiore detail on the good and bad 
aspects of this show, we'll be more than happy 
to give future show sponsors some insight. 
Leave a message on our BBS (313 978-1685), tsr 
call our voice line at (313) 751-8291. 
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(This is a recent reprint from a newsletter 
that can not be located. We are sorry to not 
attribute the article, but we tried ) 

Evir finci acQitiring ly Indyi disc drivi, I'vi bMn 
curicwi about thf Futurt Systus upgradE nhich proaists 
thi purchastr thi uii of CP/H prograas. Accordingly, I'l 
rtprinting in its intirety, the folloMing revisH of saae 
by Richard Coati of BRACE as it Mas priotad in the nay 

First of all, «hat is CP/H ? CP/R stands for 'Control 
Prograa for Kicrocoiputers'. It Mas developed by Digital 
Research so that the sacc software could be lade to run 
on a nuiber of different coiputers. Because of this 
universality it Mas a very popular operating systet, and 
literally thousands of proqraas were written to take 
advantage of it. n«ny of these prograis are in the public 
doiain and are of very high quality. Until very recently, 
the only way to use CP/R on the Atari was to buy an 
ATRBOOO, which is fairly expensive. Now people who own 
Indus disk drives can also use this operating systes. 



I bought the Raa Charger board for ly drive over a year 
ago when Indus was offering thez for 150 in the hopes 
that soie user would be able to write the software to 
enable the Indus to run CP/n. They hoped in vain hoHever, 
because lost Atari users know squat about the Z-BO (the 
CPU in the Indus) in general, or CP/H specifically. 
mXiikflP W f^iliRh^^felfNrt (vapomart?) nivtr 
MtirfiStfirW ear* Mas nice to have anyway.^l^Wt 
i^iArf yp^lfk 10. 

then, about six lootbs ago Future Systeis, who bought out 
Indus, announced that they had developed the necessary 
feftmrf. fht ylit iWk- llM i ptl^ jMp^ that 

disk foraat an^fttlri disk foriat are not coapatible), so 
I decided to pass. Then they caie out with a utility to 
transfer CP/N files to Atari foraat and vice-versa. Now, 
if nothing ilse, I could download the prograis froi a BBS 
and transfer thei to CP/n fonat. So I dashed off a checi 
and eagerly wilted for the package to arrive. Soon UPS 
dropped it off at ly front door and I ms all set. 

The package coies with very coeplete docuientation on 
CP/R, a CP/ft boot disk for the Indus, and a disk with a 
teriinal progrit for the Atari so that it can cocsunicate 
properly with the Indus. Also included is the latest 
revision of COS 11, with an update to Synchroaesh that 
engages during the boot process so DQ3 will load at the 
fast riV^ 



Hki liftinai prograi that cous Httii the prograo uses a 

40 coluan 'window* on an 60 coluin docuaentc^^Ht? you have 
to horizoiilil4y scroll through the page to see all the 
text. This sounded duisy to m so I also ordered an 80 
coluan terainal prograe that usee a graphics 8 scrHn and 
Mali characters to fit 80 coiuans on the screen at once. 
Ibis cost extra, as did the file conversion utility, and 
I feel they ihould botb have bccii a part of the original 



So far I have only used the 80 coluan terainal because I 
ai quite happy with it. The display can be a little hard 
to read at tiics but it ii basically pretty good. A 
lonochroie lonitor would probably help and I vouldn't 
recoieend it at all with a TV. fly only real coaplaintf 
with the terainal prograa it that tbtfi ^«'iay tt^t 
back to DOS, and it caff^ mi thf titra mory si m IE 
at a RAH disk. These WHili Mi Mi rial nifft^iidwi; 

The CP/H boot disk contaiof all tbi filii tbit you nied 
to aaki CP/H iork, but aiil^^ltt^^ JiKi Juit hinn^ 
thf filH for &m if likf havin « ff^i tAVk MS and 
ffthiog till, i¥mM htvi Im ito if ti^y mkM iMvf 
^iaied 1 f f» flMMiilto fMfW frtfUsMN* 
The first thing I did m duplicate tbf tfllM^ fl^m fei 
doni with one drive, but is HUGH lasiir Mith tun. (The 
second drive doesn't have to be an Indus.) Even vitk tMo 
drivH the jrfeof^ of copying files is very ^oii. In 
fiet, any Uif you access another drive with CP/H it is 
very slo«. I later levnid through experiaentation that 
ivcn though the Atari can't access the CP/H files, it ii 
perfectly capable of sector copying a CP/H disk, Mhich is 
ittch faster than using CP/H tf dupe thM. 

Using CP/N is a lot like using DOS XL. Soic of the 
coiiands are different, and the Drives are labeled A,B,C 
instead of 1,2,3, but the foriat is basically the sate. 
Like DOS IL lost of the coiaands have to be loaded froa 
disk. CP/n boots up very quickly, and any operations that 
don't involve other drives are also very quick. CP/H 
coaes with a Z-BO editor and debugger for those who are 
into aachine language, and I iaagine that soae surt 
people could aake the Indus do soae pretty aaazing 
things. So far, aost of the few prograas I've accuaulated 
are gaaes, but I also have a Basic coapiler and 1 plan to 
try that out soon. I'd like to get ay hands on a Hord 
processor to fii if nhat'i availabli for CP/H ii any 
better U»MihaiM^ailablf for the Atari. 

CP/H can't do anything m ItlV^^tiM^, iKtt it if fff tf 
play arfpid iifh. At thi I49.f5 I pat#^ It 11 ilriidy 
had the RAH card) I feel that it fas mU iiH^ iti It 
cofts 1129.00 if you need the RAH card and I don't knov 
if I jMuld pay that auch for it. The BO colitff^final 
progrM jMl m Mto jlf w aprit ift^itHtlf mtk m^ W*% 
but yff mfrflHlly till ^ intf a difOMiit if you buy 
i t ^1 U wm^^- if tit aboft ^an bt M f root Fi tun 
Systeof; 98H (hicnifoiith Ave. Soitf 9; Chitfforkh, CA 
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MBSSS^ ST Notes 

ST Notes ' 
By LeRoy Valley (TAG) 

Well, I'm sitting here lookinQ out the window 
and I see cold winds blowing, fall colors on the 
trees, and I can't help but smile. SMILE you 
say don't you like warm weather. Well yes, I 
do but the cold weather simply gives me another 
reason (my wi-fe would call it an excuse) to 
in front of my compatei*^^ ffley^i 
been playing tH»:^«t''«iooth.^a LOT. -'-rJ ^s ^ 

Although WteWaro«?s Disk Utilities for the Atari 
ST have been around a long time, I can't ever 
remember seeing an in depth review of them. And 
I know that there hasn't been a review of their 
latest update — version 2.0. This month we 11 
take a look at some of the goodies this package 
has to Offer, along with some of tt»e possible 
u^iss for said goo€&es*- 

Looking at the disk supplied by the folks at 
Michtron, you'll find that it contains a variety 
of programs. They include the main utilxty 
program (MUTIL), a formatter (FORMAT), a screen 
utility (SNAPSHOT), and two copy programs (MCUKY 
and fODUPE). 

FORmt formats a disk with 10 sectors per track, 
giving the user 400K on a single sided disk and 
BOOK on a double sided disk. This program do^ 
what about two dozen other public domain 
programs do, but doesn't include thifige lik^ 
fast format or «2 tracks (for 410K or a2uK). 
HcMMiver it's a nice formatter and will be 
■ ipTinlly appreciated by those who don't have a 
Modefli or access to a us^^roup. , 

SNAPSHOT is a desktop accessory that allows you 
to capture the current screen at any time, in a 
Degas file. You'll see how handy this utility . 
can be as we get into MUTIL a little later. , 
W mlm^ lmm fm. capturing that stunrj^^og 
startua;.|M^P«i on wm^^^'tm^ ^ame 

The two copy utilities are not really fancy. 
Just convenient. MCOPY allows you to read in a 
disk that has less than 150K on it and makes 
multiple iMtti^tH/ERY quickly. It achieves this 
toy ofSy copy*ii« and formatting those sections of 
the disk that are actually used by the program. 
Great utility if you need to mass produce your 
latest creation. MIDUPE is included to quickly 
copy disks formatted with the FORMAT program 
mentioned above. It will handle Just about any 
format and even handles some copy protected 
software. It will not, however, handle any of 
the newer copy protection schemes. 

OK, it's time to get down to the meat of this 
revie%i, I didn't buy Michtron Utilities for all 



of those programs mentioned above (although they 
mrm nice for FREE!), I just wanted a good set of 
disk utilities. Not wanting to waste your time 
and make you read this review all the way 
through just to find out if it's any good or 
not, I'll tell you right away — I endeA-«p with 
an excellent set pf di#k ut^fittSlMl!! Itow that 
th«t'« out of the" way, read on to find ou% what 
Michtr«|fe-iltilitie« has tm- «f f er... 

The main program MUTIL is GEM based and is NOT 
copy protected. It runs fine from a hard drive 
or a folder and there's no resource file to 
worry about. Double clicMf^ on MUTIL.PRG 
brings up « GEH marwmn mi^ drop down menus 
labeled DESK, MODIFY^ SECTOR, and ATTRIBUTES. 
As with most GEM iM^ograms, the DESK option is 
simply a "credit" screen listing the program 
Haee and the author, TjL^th^y Purves. 

Under MODIFY we find three options — VlEM PIS<, 
VIEW FILE, and QUIT. S<sl9<^Ui90 VIEW DISK will 
i^ a wdwd^w of cui^lwiN^^^iiaable drives. 
Using the lidl«l»-iriSi* »i«ply Poi^t at the drive 
Mhich -^lOU want to see and click. You are now 
looking directly at data on the disk starting at 
track O sector 1. The screen displays 256K of 
data at a time, so it requires two screens to 
view an entire sector. The scri*er» is split up 
into two sections, one displaying hex data and 
the other ascii. By clicking on a value in 
either the hex or ascii section you can modify 
that value as desired. 

At the bottom of the screen is what I would call 
the "control" area. Here all of your selections 
are made and information is presented in a well 
laid out manner. There is a "cursor at" line 
showing you your current position along with the 
hex, binary, decimal, and ascii equivalents of 
the current character. Very handy indeed. 
Directly below and to the left are the track and 
sector slider bars- These slider bars show your 
current track and sector, and you can use the 
arrows. at mkUmr end to move one track or sector 
at « time* or you can gr4^ the indicator and 
drag it to the desired area. Another nice 
feature is the ability to click on the word 
"track" or "sector" and type in the desired 
number directly! By the way, if you look at a 
hard drive, you won't see the track and sector 
sliders, you'll only tflNllilll*' ''iilftt^r -tOIHBr. 
mt:f^mmi^04mm m» *wo ways in which to VIEW 
mSKf track « ai^ive. Track mode shows you 
the tsr«*€lfe|number and the sector number shown is 
with respect to that track number. Thus, on a 
single sided disk, you would see sectors 1 
through 9 on track O, then sectors 1 through 9 
on track 1, etc. In relatli^ liekie^ ^^^rack 
slider goes away and you wiU see sectors 1 
throti^^^reOfc *mtmt^m moOm^im automatically 
eni^lfd for a hard ^^imm^rmumm- m\^fi drive 



To the right of the sliders are four buttons 
Search, Continue, Relative, Exit. The Exit 




button (obviously) exits you from this screen. 
The search button alloMS you to search -for any 
string (hex or ascii!). The entire disk will be 
searched until the string is found. A-fter the 
first occurrence is -found, the Continue button 
allows you -find other occurrences. The Relative 
button allows you switch to relative mode. Once 
selected, the button will say Track. 

The screen layout Just described is very well 
thought out «nil gi>^m lot of information 
without cluttering up the display. The VIEW 
FILE option uses this very same screen, the only 
di-f-ference being that you can look directly at a 
file. In VIEW FILE you are automatically set to 
relative mode, since you don't know i-f the -file 
is contiguous on the disk or not. MUTIL simply 
shoMS a 1<X> sector file as sectors 1 through 
100. Clickin^-on VIEW FILE brings up a file 
selector box, and after selecting a file, the 
file is displayed in t|ie manner as 

described above. 

Now that you've got that screen up there with 
all that data, wouldn't it be nice to get a hard 
copy? ^ Welly Michtron Utilities provides you 
with three methods of capturing your data. 
First, you can always do an Alt-Help and do a 
screen dump. Since this takes a good deal of 
time, Michtron has thoughtfully provided an 
ascii screen dump that simply dumps the relevant 
data to the printer ...FAST! The final method 
involves using the desk accessory SNAPSHOT and 
capturing. I^m- current screen in a Degas file. 
NoH you can manipulate the picture with your 
favorite paint program and perhaps use it in 
demonstrations or print it out at a later time. 

Taking a look at the SECTOR menu we find a 
variety of options: Relative Mode, Track Mode, 
Copy Sectodftt Vef*^ Sectors, Format Tracks, and 
Clear Sectors. The first two options, Relative 
and Track Mode, simply allow you to select the 
default mode that Michtron Utilities will 
operate in. The Copy Sectors option allows you 
to copy sectors from anywhere to anywhere. 
Verify Sectors will check any sectors that you 
designate and ^lag any unusable or damaged 
sectors- -^^^»g^^Jm i^tremely helpful when you are 
trying to recover a damaged disk. You can find 
the damaged sectors, then copy the good ones to 
another disk and see if any of your files are 
usable. Format Tracks does exactly that — 
formats individual tracks..-9 sector format only 
however, sigh. The last option. Clear Sectors, 
is meant for clearing ^idl uou9«k^9ectors. Using 
this option will make the recovery of a deleted 
file impossible. Unfortunately, while Clear 
Sectors does work, it doesn't clean up the FAT 
when it's done. Now THAT would be nice! Are 
you listening Michtron? 

The last menu, ATTRIBUTES, has otily two options 
— File Attributes and Disk Usage. JBUm 
Attributes allows you change various 
characteristics of a file such as name, date. 



and time. You can also change system attributes 
related to the file like whether it's hidden, 
whether it's a system or normal file, and 
whether it's read only. File Attributes even 
allows you to recover a deleted file or change 
the volume label on the disk! As you can see, 
this menu item will probably see the most use. 

Selecting File Attributes and the desired drive 

brings up an expanded version of the file 
selector box. Each file on the disk is listed 
along with size in bytes, date and time of 
creation, starting cluster number, and starting 
sector number. Previously deleted files are 
shown with a question mark as the first 
character in the file name. Selecting a good 
file will simply bring up a mmm box which 
allows you to change any of the attributes 
listed above. Clicking on deleted file allows 
you to attempt to recover it. If you haven't 
written anything to the disk since you deleted 
the file, it'll work every time (BIG improvement 
over the earlier version — I could never get it 
to work!). If you've written to the 
disk...Sorry. 

Clicking on a volume label (you have to already 
have one) allows you to change it. If you 
formatted the disk without a label, then you 
can't add one. File Attributes even allows you 
to create two files with the same nameT If ycMi 
really want to hide some dttta» TOS *Qnly looks at 
the first file- 

The last option available in Michtron Utilities 
is Disk Usage. After selecting the desired 
drive, you will be presented with a graphic map 
of the usage of disk space. Black squares 
represent used space and white ones represent 
unused space. If you've got a lot of white 
mixed in with the black, then your disk is 
fragmented, which negatively affects disk 
performance. 

li^ll, as you can see, Hiehtron provides you with 
an excellent package for analyzing, modifying, 
and (if you're not careftfX) destroying your 
precious media. The package retails for ♦59.95 

and is worth every penny. It does more and 
offers more features than other disk utility 
I've tried. V;^^' 

Last month you may have noticed that my column 
was a little short. It wasn't my fault. No 
really, some of the material was cut to mak# 
room for another article. So fwe's the 
remaining tidbits: 

Looking for a nice way to store some of your 
more popular"^ sounds for your Casio CZ-1, CZ- 
101, C2-1000, CZ-3000, or C2-5000? The EZ-CZ 
cartridge by Micro-W Distributing might be just 

the ticket. It features four banks for a total 
of 64 sounds and it's backed up by 2 standard 
AAA batteries that should last about 2 years 
(batteries are easily replaced). I Just 
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purchased one and it works great on my CZ-1000! 
Cost is just t45.00- Micro-W Distributing, 1342 
B. Route 23, Butler, N.J. 07405- 201-838- 
9027. 



I know, I know, you just bought a hard drive and 
your -favorite program won't run on it because it 
copy protected. It's not -fair right? Right* A 
new product by Utilities Unlimited removes the 
protection -from 100 programs. So -far it seems 
to work on most o-f the 100 listed in it's menu 
(programs like Time Bandits, Super Cycle and 
N-Vision) but but there's a -few (like Hippo and 
Haba products) that it just doesn't seem to work 
on. Anyhow, Music Studio now works just -fine on 
ny hard drive. AU this -for ♦29.95. Utilities 
Unlimited, P.O. Box 70, Brush Prairie, 
*<ASHIN6T0N 98606. 206~254-6530. 

Well, that's it -for this month. Tune in next 
month when we'll look at a great program (I 
think) for designing new fonts -for Publishing 
Partner. See ya later! 




Telecom 



What's it like to run a BBS? 
by Randy Pearson 

Thftt- h«» to.b« the most dreaded question a 
caller can ask a SysOp. I mentioned, in an 
earlier article, that you SHOULD ask a SysOp 
this question, to see what kind o-f answer you'll 
get. And i-f you did, I'll bet your reply was 
something like this: "Uh, well...Um, 
it's...well, it's -fun.... Yea, fun... But 
tough... Yea, tough...So, how's that ingrown 
toenail of yours doing?" s,.. ,* v 

Most System Operators tend to shy away -from that 
question, because it's not easily answered. But 
what the heck, let me take a crack at the 
question, •'What's it like, being a SysOp?". 

Well, for starters, it can be incredibly time 
consuming, i-f you let it. A BBS can easily eat 
up all your spare time, what with getting new 
programs/text -files -for people to download/read, 
writing messages, chatting with new users, etc. 
It should be understandable that being the 
SysOp, you are solely responsible for the 
well-being, of your board. Yom really have tq 
put new -files on your board every now and again 
because, obviously, once a person has 
read/downloaded all he wants, he won't spend as 
much time around your place. So that is one big 
thing that you must do, or, if you are lucky, 
you might be able to con a user into doing it 
for you, by giving him the distinction of being 
called the Co-SysOp. (Of course, my Co-SysOps 
are lazier than I am, so, j^^^rjtunately, I l^tiU 
do most of my own work.) 



I also find that if I don't call my own board 
for a week or so, the message base tends to die 
out. Being SysOp, a good share of the messages 
are for me. I have a good 'nucleus' of users in 
my message base, but even they bjecome a bit lax 
when I'm not around. 



As for aia^ihg with users, that is not a 
necessity for running a good BBS. It IS rather 
fun, certainly, but chatting is the single most 
important thing to keep your eye on! Think 
about it: If three people call and all page 
you, and you chat with them all for a decent * 
amount of time, youNwi just «een, Aaybtfy^-^lree 
hour*^ 'l^^i^ Itfii iip by. fiiiiilcve me, tinm ' 
flies when your typing away. And not only is 
that time you've lost, but it's also time that 
others have lost. There have been too many 
occasions where, after ending an hour long chat, 
someone has immediately called, paged, and 
asked, "Man, why has your boant'tMn tM^^^^- 
the past hourW?" It timds to iiiiitt f>eople off, 
you know. Another thir«f I found about c^iii^ting, 
is that when you do so, especially with young 
kids who don't understand the concept of 
bulletin boards, they will usually call back 
withm the hour, page you a 153 times, then 
write you a message saying, "Why won't you chat 
with me? You hate me, right?*tldrt^ laugh, fT* 
happened before. Far too many times. I even 
got a voice call at 1:30am from a disgruntled 
female caller. 

The amount of time you need to spend of your 
board also depends on the type of BBS program 
you decide to use. There are BBS prograliiP tl^Slt; 
iire vtrt^Uy self maintaining, and otHarH'^hat 
need to be matti^lmd Wm^M'^bUbf 0layibio tNH 
electric carving knife. When I first started my 
BBS, I used the Bulletin Board Construction Set , 
(BBCS), which is a time consuming program, not 
only to keep running, but to GET running in the 
first place. It took me a number of weeks to 
finally get B0Cd working the way I wanted it. 
But anyway, BBCS, and other similar programs, 
take a lot more maintenance than others. For 
one, the message base is set up as a large file. 
You had to set the sise you wanted your message 
base to be, and when it would fill up, it 
wouldn't let anybody else write messages until 
you went in and compacted the file&^'^W^'^%#f*ire 
you could dm €i<kt, ymi^^d to go i^r^ugh the 
bail^^nd delete old messages! Now that could 
take anywhere from a half hour to two hours, 
depending on how picky you are. In relation, 
the program I use now, Nite Lite, has a 
scrolling type message base, so when a new 
message is entered, the message at the other end 

of the""ii*«* **MWm ^wm*^mks^rmtt/^ 

making f»y Joli ^^i^^ififeier. 



But, on the converse, Nite Lite's userlog is not 
self maintaining, where BBCS's was. People who 
call now have to apply for a password, then I 
put them in the userlog. So I can't get too 
lazy about calling my tmn-bdkrd, or ne#*^»ers *^ 
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start to wonder what's going on. But I do like 
that better than BBCS's userlog setup, where it 
would automatically put the callers in the 
userlog, since now, i-f some weirdo calls up with 
a name like "The Leopard," he won't be able to 
do any 'damage.' Call me paranoid, but I make 
things a lot tougher on mysel-f by calling about 
of the new callers, to make sure they are 
who they say they are. It is more time spent ^ 
my board, but I f eeV t^ett^r, and safer, about 
doing it- 

So, if you have a completely self-maintaining 
BBS pnogr^i^ can get yourself a good 

Co-SysOp, you can cut down the amount of time 
you spend on your BBS to nearly nil. But, if 
you never bother to make an appearance on your 
own board, others will quickly tire of it. If 
you never write messages, people will think, 
"Well heck, why should I bother?" You have to 
understand that it IS your t»oard, and you are 
the only person who really cares whether or not 
yoijr«49CM^d is up. No matter how loyal users can 
be, you pay the billa» «o they have no real 
stake in the board. 

Another negative aspect I've noticed is how much 
of a thankless job running a BBS can be. Do you 
realize that out of the over 225 users I 
currently have, I'd say less then 15 of them 
call at all regularly, and that's being very 
generous. There are maybe another 20 that I 
know I'll see every so often, and another 20 
that'll call back within a month or two. And on 
the flip side, there are at LEAST 120 callers 
4ihm nmmr tfvvn called back once I validated 
ttiii^ access! Can yi^ immg^nm that? That's 
over half of the people that never bothered to 
call again, and I know that I'm being overly 
generous in MY favor! Fve probably had well 
over 500 callers in my 2 years, so you can see 
how many were deleted because I never saw them 
again. So, if you're easily depressed by 
numbers like that, SysOping is tmt 4^ you. 

But at the same time, there is little that is 
more rewarding than seeing your -first caller, 
after spending weeks getting your board set up 
and put online. It is great to get logoff ' 
comments from people saying, "Mow, this is a 
really great board!" I think my biggest thrill 
was when I read a rather touching public 
message, on my board, from the Ingham County 
Commissioner. He had been a regular for a 
couple months when he wrote me, saying that, 
being so busy, he had limited his BBS calling to 
only two boards, mine and the Political Forum! 

So, 4ay&#^^ I don't get a lot of repeat customers, 
|j«t the few people who do frequent my board are 
^iH|ong the most creative, interesting, funny 
people I've ever met* See, SysOping is a 
marvelous way to meet people. In real life, 
before I became a SysOp, I was a nobody. Just 
an unpopular loner. But now, r*1^v#'a Ibl 



very interesting friends, and I met them through 
my board. I even met my last girlfriend that 
way. I love to have a place to not only put up 
my tdMH stories and humor, but other calHirs' 
writings, not to mention just other good files. 
I will gcr out laf my way to get my users the best 
entertainment. I'll spend long distance money 
to call other boards to get files, even go so 
far as borrowing a friend's Compuserve account. 
Just recently, I subscribed to PC Pursuit for 
the same reason. I've stayed up until 8am 
before, perfecting an update of the board. 
Sure, I may be curmir^ a lot* but I cmeik 
describe t^h/m^mw^UfftQ «cco«iplisiiiiicnt to 
finally see it working, and to see a caller loc^ 
around, and leave with a, "good job!" logoff 
comment. 

So, think about what I said before putting up 
your own board. And I cannot emphasize enou^ 
my feelings on people who, after calling one 
BBS, decide to put up their own board. I 

honestly think that, in order to be able to 
handle the strange situations that will pop up, 
you must understand how the BBS community works. 
There are many, many different personalities out 
there, and they can cla^ vl»ry strongly ^this 
'medium. 

In conclusion, if you can handle the basic 
thanklessness you'll get from most people, and 
can make a LOT of time to make your board how 
you want, and more importantly keep it that way, 
you'll find that the few good times will stick 
out in your mind more than the bad ones! 




"HE'S GOT THE INFORMATION YOU 
WANT . . . YOU SHOULDNT HAVE ANY 
TROUBLE FINDING HIM." 
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Review 



Jhm Atart 8T -for Beginners 
by R- Luers and Michael Stein 
RevieM by Peter Miller 

This well-written book is addressed to pmoplm 
who have little experience u«ing computer* and 
who ar« ^^mmg to um^Wif^ min Sfv it i« 
tmLliaii^iiV Abacus as part of a series of many 
bcx9ks iJealing with various topics pertaining to 
Atari ST computers. I infer that the big 
number 1 on the spine of the book refers to its 
place in this series. The text refers >tfe» 
reader to other books in, the Mri«s for morm 
information about specific topica- 

Th* 4irmt two ch^tars cover "Setting up 8c 
connecting the ST" and "Working with the ST". 
Tha information here is similar to that 
presented in the Owner's Manual for the ST but 
with added description, more picture* and »or»- 
examples in some caaM ^Tha paragraph* ti» 
operation o# tha standard dafrt< accesoriea --j^ 
IC^A^ol Panel, VT52 Emulator and Instali 
Printerl' contain halpful additional 
information, such as "set Pixels/line to 960 
and Quality to Final when using Epson printers 
for screen dumps" (to print the whole screen), 
and use of Esc or Backspace 'td-«r*B» ^ctwlprtar 
fields in selector boxaa, Wi tihan matting 
tiiMf ate. 

Chapters 3 and 4 are introductions to ST BASIC 
and L060, respectively. These chapters tell 
you in tutorial fashion what to do to load the 
language program and to enter and try out 
simple programs in each- Tha chapter on ST 
BASIC cover* working with windows, PRINT and 
input; 60T0, IF-..THEN...ELSE, FOR..NEXT loops, 
#08UB.»RETURN and REM statements. The 
discussion of the different types of variables 
available in ST BASIC is a very helpful 
supplement to the ST BASIC Sourcebook provided 
with the Language Disk- Graphics commands, 
such as CIRCLE, ELI.IPSE, LINEF, PCIRCLE are 
d«w«trated with the hint that you will have 
to lii^arimant with the pixel counts, depending 
on the screen resolution. Five programs at the 
end of the chapter work with text and numbers 
(no graphics) to show the reader how to get 
started writing his own programs. ' 

Chaptar 4 on tha L060 languaga develops a 
vocabulary of cuwaanda aad gives an outline for 
Clmbug0f99 programs. Usage is illustrated by 
short programs visible in the pictures of the 
computer monitor, which also show the resulting 
graphics pattern. 

Chapter 5 starts with soma background about 
computers and components, binary numbers and 
diffarancaa among various kinds of memory 



chips. After this there are brief sections on 
peripherals and options for 

what types of davici*»'^an be plugg«l mto the 
vmmim connectors on tha back and sides of the 
ST. (The cartridge port is not mentioned-) 

I found interesting the table in Appendix A 
which gives the correspondence between control 
key combinations and the address °^ 
character (0-255) in the Atari cbara€*t«r 
Some characters have mora than one key 
combination assigned. The full character sat 
is plfcturad in a 16x16 matrix. Appendix B 
contains 8 short BASIC programs for converting 
numbers from one base to another, e.g. binary 
to decimal. Appendix C is a glossary^ of ^ 
computer terms, and Appendix D is 
half pages of BASIC afrS?^ m U ttMy •«tfl"^ 
suggestions iJHrailat to do wha#i the message 

appears. 

This book is the sort of thing that many 
beginners are looking for. I would expect 
copies placed in Atari club .^^^^^^^JL^^ ^ 
read and appreciated by naw^antf prOSpttcrtiVa 
owners. It is clear and aasy to read. Tha 
structure of tha text is appanwit to the 
reader. Many illustrations are presented 
effectively, adjacent to the relevant text. 
This book teaches the fundamentals it covers 
quickly and easily. After you read it you 
better equipped to understand tha language 
reference books provided^ V^3ili»15T. 




Industry 
Reports 



RAISING PHONE FEES FOR COMPUTER NETWORK USERS 

(Coablfiad Reports) ^ -.f c- 

Oct. % 4987 .-^^x . 

FCC Chairman Dennis R. Patrick said Friday that 
a proposal to raise telephone fees for computer 
network users is based on fairness. But users 
say the plan would crush the fledgling 
industry. ' :* 

In testimony before the House Energy and _ ^ 
Commerce Telecommunications subcommittee, 
Patrick said the proposal would charge computer 
users the same fees now paid by long-distance 
callers. 

Home computer usara* say the addad^ costs would 
force many of thaM oii.*the computer networks 
they UMt to communicate with electronic 
databases across the country — exchanging 
information on electronic bulletin boards, 
checking stock market reports, making airline 
reservations, and exchanging public domain 
computer programs. 
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"This Mcxad severely retard the coi^vg of the 
infornation age,** said Allan Conner, president 
of DunsNet, a company of the Dun & Bradstreej^ 
Corp. 



The implications of the proposal extend far 
beyond home computer users. 



Schools would be forced to cut back their use 
of electronic data' bases for research, said 
John Stuckey, director of academic computing at 
Northeastern lll^i0iiriilt^> 

Cutbacks also would be forced at hospitals, 
where doctors rely on computerized medical data 
bases for quick reference, said Jacquelline 
Bastille, director of the medical library at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

"This is A ijrHaa^ W illiw,;*^ wlhm saHl iAccess ^^'^m 
to hinmiiiiliril livffsrmatiaif is needed quickly* 
Same-day retrieval is critical to quality 
patient care." 

"This is a genuine threat to our society," said 
Rep. Edward J. Markey, D-Mass-, subcommittee 
chairman. 

LONE WITNESS DEFENDS PROPOSAL 

FCC Chairman Dennis R. Patrick, the lone 
witness defending the proposal, said government 
regulators see the issue as one of fairness — 
everyone who uses the local phone network 
should pay th» diMts of maintaining it. 

"If Me exempt one category of users, that means 
another category of users will have to pay 
more," he said. "It's not clear to me it is 
appropriate in an equity sense if it increases 
the amount borne by low-income voice users.** 

Patrick estimated the access charges on 
information service providers would reduce 
long-distance rates by about 1 percent. 

"We want to see the (computer) networks evolve 
in response to the economics of the marketplace 
not Hn r9Mponmm te^^eaiwiAdle»»'* he said. 



Rep. Edward J- Markey, D-Mass., subcommittee 
chairman, noted the strong opposition to the 
proposal from computer users who have sent him 
more than 4,000 letters- - -^^ -^ ^ 

The FCC, when it adopted the access charge 
system in 1982, exempted information service ^ 
providers from the fees because of the fear 
that the new industry would not withstand the 
sudden increase in costs. 

Now, tnmmmfmtAkmfmh ^ ^ to u#t ^ 

tlie esiemption, but the agency hits ^finmd scant 
support for that conclusion. Even some of the 
local Bell operating companies, which receive 
the access charges, have reacted with only 
lukewarm support. 



SHARE THE LINE 

Users ekKi cite that phone companies combine 
such electronic calls so that several of them 
may be transmitted over the same telephone 
line- Since standard (voice) calls cannot be 
combined this way, users claim that several 
users would be charged for the same call. 

The proposal would add atiout S4.50 an hour to 
the cost of hooking up to information services. 

For some of the lower-priced services, the 
additional cost would more than double the 
hourly rates- 
Floyd H. Trogdon, vice president of Telenet 
Communications Corp., a computer network that,, 
connects computer users with information data 
bases, said the access charges would raise some 
of its off-peak rates by 500 percent. He 
estimated that the access charges from the 
computer industry would lower long-distance 
rates by less than one half of one p e rc e nt . 

Computer users said electronic information 
services are already paying their share of 
phone network costJi in a flat-rate surcharge 
per customer. 

Using one cN' ttie more ttien t5»00a •Ksetronic 
tlilltooards on computer networks throughout the 
country, a computer user with a question about 
how to handle a tax matter, for example, can 
dial into a network, pose the question in a 
message and post it on such a billboard. 
Readers scanning the d W li rent nessages can 
answer the question, posting their message in 
ttiii same way. 



"That kind of interaction happens on the order 
of every five seconds throughout the United 
States," tenEyck said. 

He added, **One of the ways to make the 
technology more affordable is to increase the 
of the market. Reducing the market is a 
step badcward.** 








TT- 
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"HMrsAM- THAT iS A N4ASTY 
YOU W AVE THGBC I »» 



A 



MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE 27 Ha¥Bmber 1907 




ST Technical 



This message mas taken -from the Iron Works BBS 
(408) 257-7i47 ^* 



Date: 



10-25-87 

MEGA DEAD LIST 



Here is the list of programs which will not 
load or are otherwise non-functional m 'my' 
Mega. These titles are not in any order. For 
the most part I received exceptions with either 
2 or 4 bombs. The other* eimply would not load 
due to copy prQtectidl»'^itet*hiqM»« or other 
reasons not discernable. 



TITLE 

GFL FOOTBALL 
H & D FORTH 
PHANTASIE . ... 
PINBALL 
WRESTLING 

SOLITAIR 
mtCTlC FDX 

CHAnPIDNSHIP BASEBALL 

WORD WRITER 2.0 

TEMPLE OF APSHAI 

SHANHAI 

SPACE PILOT 

SPACE STATION 

ST KARATE 



NINJA 
OGRE 

SILENT SERUICE 

ST POOL 

HIGH ROLLER 

FINAL yORO 

K SWITCH 

REGENT BASE 

HIPPO SIMPLE 

HOLE-IN-ONE-GOLF 

DECIHAL DUNGEON 

FRACTION ACTION 

SKY FOX 

SUPER CYCLE 

TASS TIHES TONE TOWN 

HABA SPELL 

TEXT-PRO 

COLOUR SPACE 

PRO-FORTRAN 77 

riACRO ASSEMBLER 

HIPPO-C 

L.D.W,- BASIC- 

GOLDEN PATH 

CHAT 2.0 

ONEGA TERMINAL 

GFA DRAFT 

CZ PATCH 

DX HEAUEN 

WigmmR ST 

UIP 

UIP - 6£n UERSION 



COMPANY 

ACTIUISION 
MIRAGE CONCEPTS 
S.S.I. 
MICHTRQN 
EPYX 

S0FTL06IK 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 
ACTIUISION 
TIMEUIORKS 
TRILOGY EPYX 
ACTIUISON 
PARADOX 
PARADOX 
.PARADOX 
MASTERTRONICS 
MASTERTRDNICS 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 
MICRDPROSE 14 
SHELBOURNE 
niNDSCAPE 

MARK OF THE.,4IHl^IiN 
ANTIC/KUMA 

REGENT 

HIPPOPOTAMUS 
ARTUORX 
UNICORN 
UNICORN 

ELECTRONIC ARTS 
EPYX 

ACTIUISION 
HABA 

ABACUS 

ANTIC/LLAMASOFT 

PRDSPERO 

METACOnCO 

' L.D.W. 
FIREBIRD/RAINBl|iD 
SST SYSTEMS 
SUPRA CORP. 
MICHTRON/GFA 

DR. T»» 

im. T's 

TinEWORKS 

. DITEK LTD, 
ISD MARKETING 



S9 



PUBLISHIN6 PARTNER 
ARKANOID 

CHESSMASTER JRftCV.,^ ^ 
PSION CHESS 
TECHMATE 
ELECTRA-SPELL 
MICHTRON BBS 
KXNDERAHA 

HOMEWORK HELPER-MATH 

HIPPO ALMANAC 
LITTLE COMP. PEOPLE 
BUZZWORD 
CARDIAC ARREST 
MENU* ^ ' - - 

ST SCRUNCH 
K-RESOUICE - 
BOS 5 
POWER EDIT 
POWER ASSIST 
POWER UISION 
BASIC-M 

HENRY'S FUNDAMENTAL-. 
POWER PRINT 
MABIC SAC 4.36 

HABAWRITER 
BUSINESS LET 
WILLS 
HABADEX PHONEBOOK 
HABAUIEW 

MICRO KITCHEN COftP . 
GFA BASIC - 2.0 ;^ 

K - ROGET 

KNIGHT ORC 

JEWELS OF DARKNESS 

PHASAR 

DOLLARS & SENSE 
AIRBALL 

MARK WILLIAWS C 
0.I.S.T. SOUND EDITOR 
MUSIC STUDIO 
N-UISION 
ISGUR PORTFOLIO 
STACCOUNTS 
SWORD OF KA!MSK 

Msr WARS nWm 

MACRO MANAGER 
MACRO DESK 
STKEY 

ACTION PAK 



SOFTLOGIK 

SILICON BEACH SOFTWARE 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 
PSION/ATARI 
SZABO/MICHTRON 

ABACUS 

MICHTRON 

UNICORN 

SPINNAKER 

HIPPO 

ACTIUISION 

BUZZWORD GAME CO. 

STONE 

METACOMCO 

CHERRY SOFTIiipE. - 

KUMA 

BOS NATIONAL 
POWER SYSTEMS 
POWER SYSTEMS 
POWER SYSTEMS 
PHILON 

B^IC PHILON vfto «^ 

ALPHA SYSTEMS -•• - 

DATA PACIFIC 

HABA 

HABA 

HABA 

HABA 

HABA 

FTL 

MICHTRON/GFA 

KUMA 

LEUEL 9 COnPUTING 
LEUEL S COMPUTING 
MARKSMAN TECHNOLOGY 
rKINC36RAn 

MICHTRON/MICRODEAL 
MARK WILMiyaS.CO.v. 
ANTIC 

ACTIUISION 

AUDIO LITE 

BATTERIES INCLUDED 

ISO riARKETING 

PENGUIN SOrill^»'?^^^^ 

COMPUTING 

BLUE MOON SOFTWARE 
BLUE MOON SOFTWARE 
SHANNER INTERNATIONAL 
ACTION SOFTWARE ■ 



94 Titles in this list with 15 others curreo^^j^r> 
in testing in conjunction with the software 
publishers. Total = 109 out of 659 tested. 
Incompatibility ratio = 16.57. These Jfull 
feature' tests were conducted over the last 2 
months- I can truthfully say that I have done 
more with ey mm im^^Wm %mmm months than ^ 
most ptfdiilit iiill^ d» «i^^theM in the next 2 
year^f m^ < n il^^fP"tinq my claim here is free 
to call me regarding my method of testing, 
integrity of file tested and whether or not my 
MEGA machine is performing as per Atari's 
specifications. 



Andy Nicola 
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FUNSTUFF 




y 




y 



DECISIONS! 
by Guy A. Hurt (CJH.A.O.SJ 

My Puzzle -for this month's M.A.M. is a 
FLOWCHART. A-fter you study the chart, see if 
you can answer the questions below. The 
•flQiMihart begins at CONNECTOR "S** and the "Y" 



and NO, indicating th« DIRECTION you shcxild go 
in each condition. Qp«rators with a BAR 
through them mean, o-f course, NOT (operator)... 
as in NOT GREATER THAN . Siho«.«i *■ >^ ' 





y 



Y 



U If X=0, what 



2. In gtmmralf Mhat 

TRUE if CONNECTOR A is 
reached? 

3. If Jt^O, y^<H and Z>0, 
connectors, if any, might be 
reached? 

4, iteM a set: ©f values for X, Y, and Z, 

if ^^^«(^ CONNECTOR I 

ta te reachei. 



Good luck^ %Jtm 
peek! Til nex!t 



are on page 19, but don't 
MT IT 



A 
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Last 
Hacks 



s?itfc fr&D VJO. 



As you know, this is the last issue o-f MAM to 
come out o-f Lansing. Patty and Bill Rayl of Ann 
Arbor will begin publishing with the December 



^^ it 



SOp «• Jump over to ^Shm other side, where we 
can call and asks 

Where's the newsletter? 

Why wasn't my article published? 
Who edited my article? 

Is your mpmW checker tiroken? 
etc, etc, etc** 

We the Editor, Publisher and Paste-up-Crew, 
being o-f unsound mind and necve racked bodies 
leave this, our— - ni. \ 



'Last Will and Testament". 



I 



To the Ann Arbor Group we leave: 

One custom made rack -for nerves. 

■ . - * 

Three burned out dictionary disks plus one 
thta's a litttle shakie ta %mm» ' 

-# - ^ r ■ _ ■ 

A code book that even the CIA, and the FBI or 

the KGB would like to have to interpret 
STwriter, WordPerfect, Atariwriter, PapercUp* 
and others too numeroMS to mention. 

1,001 macros to convert various formats. 

A 6 year supply o-f commas removed from various 
articles. 

A year's supply of near new indentations - 
slightly used. 

Our stock in pharmaceutical companies for 
various types of traiiquilizers and llMiliiiitt 



A multifunction clock that receives articles 3 
days before they are sent in order to meet 
deadlines and allows the printer extra days to 
get the magazine out. 

Six AttMiQQlcS fiH fl# T«|i«^p«nos marked "too 
mmaSX to u»e"| 14 notebooks full of articles 
marked ""too long to use and too complicated to 
edit". 



Our entire collection of articles not worth 



A 3 year supply of upcoming deadlines np^^^g^ must 
be metM...ar else* 

A bulging notebook of advertisers who are going 
to publish next Mdnthy in a couple of months, in 
six fliontrMU»..*TOR SUf^**. V 



One gallon of white out with a spray 
attachment. 



A closet full of bulk mailing rubber bands and 
stickers and thlT Postmaster's home telephone 
nuii^Mfr. 

The latest list of instructions for bulk flailing 
that came pre-stac^wd "ol^solete^'. , [ 

Our 300 page book of excuses with over 100 pages 
of unused excuses. ^ ^' 



4er those articles* 
or-e3 sentences 



A pair o-f magic buf-fer sheare 
that run 2 sentences past a 
short of a page. 

We were going to leave them a 2 quart container 
of indecision, but we couldn't decide. 

HCI to help br'lfig the long distance cplMrct^ 
calls doiin to under >10O.0O pmr month. 

An entire pad of paper printed on one side with 
"I told you so" and on the other with "1 thought 
you knew." 

Thousands of readers* appreciators, and critics- 
Enjoyment and pride in accomplishment. ^ 



And our heartfelt hopes for their success m the 
future! 



Judy Bar 




Rich Barnes 



MS' 



..V 



John Ma«y 
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^ CORPORATIOIM 

YOUR COMPLETE SOURCE FOR ATARI HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 

I OFFER HELD OVER!!! 

PRODUCT : PC Ditto 
' SPECIFICATIONS : IBM Emulation Software for 1040/520 

* Use of all equivalent keys on the Atari keyboard 

* Up to 703K of memory 

* Use of 3.5" drives for software and data storage 

* Atari parallel port as LPT1 

* Use of optional 5.25" drive for reading/writing 

* Atari, serial port as COMl 

* 80 column monochrome video mode emuTation 

* Color graphics modes for text and graph.ics 

* All DOS and BIOS interrupts 

* Direct rea4/wxite to video memory 

* Direct control of all special chips 

' RETAIL PRICE : $89 . 95 ....... SPECIAL THIS MONTH : $75.00 

We also'carry a complete line of Atari Hardware 
and Software at BELOW Retail Prices. 

HARDWARE: All Hardware available from 10% to 25% off 
' Systems . .Hard Or i ves . . 5 . 25" Floppy Drives. .Printers 

] Memory Upg rades . . Joy Sticks. .Graphics Tablets 

i SOFTWARE: All Software available from 10% to 30% off 

1 GFA Bas i c . . Publ i shi ng Partner. .Pro Copy. .Word Writer 

' DeskCart . .Graphic Ar t i st .. Abacus Books 

Many other ST and 8 Bit Titles Available 

I We are your Sales, Service, and Tech Support Center 

^ Call our HOTLINE (517) 349-8770 for all your needs!! 

1696 GO. RIVER AVE. / OKEMOS, MICHIGAN 48864 





a 



COPYQUICK 



PRINTING / COPYING 



Laser Printing 
• Desk Top Publishing 
• Same Day Service 
• High Speed Copies 
• Self Serve Discount 
• Reductions/Enlargements 
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2401 East Michigan 



Corner of Foster & Michigan 
FREE PARKING FRONT a BACK 
MON. thru FRI. 8:00am-6:00pm 

487-0227 



MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE 20% OFF ANY PRINTING 

(Good one time only) 



Writing to/sxchanglng n«wsl»tt»rs withu*. 



MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE 

Pleas* torn certain that you are mailing to the 
correct address and NOT to the return mail 
address below!! Be sure WHICH club o-f the 
SEVERAL that participate in this Magazine it is 
that is exchanging this magazine with you! 
Exchanges o-f newsletters are encouraged. 

Main Address 

C>i.A.O.S./Michigan Atari Magazine 
P. O. Box 16132 
Lansing, MI 48901 



Subscriptions to the MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE 
are included with memberships in each o-f the 
participating clubs, or directly -from the 
MAGAZINE for <12.00 per year to addresses in 
the U.S., ^18 CANADIAN. Use the MAIN ADDRESS 
for subscriptions and inquiries, or contact any 
officer, editor, or the publisher at the phone 
numbers posted inside. Advertising rates are 
available on request. 

Submissions from readers are encouraged. If 
possible, please make your submissions by 
electronic means. Submissions are accepted on 
the CJ-i.A.O.S. BBS (317-371-1106), or on disk, 
by mail or by giving a disk to any club cKtitor. 



RETURN ADDRESS ONLY!!!? 
USE ADDRESSES INSIDE FOR 
EXCHANGE NEWSLETTERS!!! 

56 PHYSICS <5c ASTRONOMY 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824 

Forwarding and Address 
Correction Requested 



POSTMASTER: DO NOT DELAY! 
DATED MATERIALS! PLEASE RUSH! 
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